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Abstract
Nietzsche’s notion of “Perspectivism” offers an anti-foundationalist account
of truth, rejecting the idea of truth as an absolute entity and instead framing
it as something shaped by human interpretation. For Nietzsche, knowledge
and truth are always formed within the boundaries of perspectives, with no
universal or independent criterion to ground them. This article first examines
the significance of perspectivism in Nietzsche’s thought, contrasting it with
traditional theories of truth such as correspondence, coherence, and
pragmatism. It then considers the epistemological implications of
Nietzsche’s approach and its relationship to the concept of truth in his
philosophy. Finally, it addresses the challenges raised by perspectivism,
particularly the dangers of relativism and the apparent paradox it contains,
arguing that Nietzsche does not deny truth altogether. Rather, he promotes a
model in which perspectives are critically compared and evaluated. The
article concludes that Nietzsche’s perspectivism does not abolish truth but
instead highlights the central role of diverse interpretations in shaping human
knowledge.
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Introduction

The question of truth has always stood at the heart of philosophy. From the
classical traditions of Greek thought to modern epistemological debates,
philosophers have sought ways to distinguish truth from error and to clarify
its place in relation to the world, the mind, and language. Friedrich Nietzsche,
however, disrupts this tradition with a radical and critical approach. He not
only rejects the idea of truth as something absolute and independent of
human interpretation but also exposes its historical and cultural character.
Through his genealogical method, Nietzsche uncovers how truth, rather than
being eternal, has emerged from metaphors and interpretations that, over
time, have been mistaken for “reality.” To situate Nietzsche within the
broader philosophy of truth, we must first explore his idea of perspectivism.
Across his works such as The Gay Science, Beyond Good and Evil, and On
the Genealogy of Morality, Nietzsche insists that truth is not something
transcendent but rather immanent, rooted in interpretation. He argues that
humanity’s faith in absolute truth stems from the age-old desire to stabilize
a chaotic reality and secure a sense of order. Yet, what begins as a practical
creation gradually hardens into dogma, and truth comes to be treated as
timeless and unquestionable. This perspective has far-reaching consequences
for traditional theories of truth. In the history of philosophy, three main
accounts have dominated: the correspondence theory, the coherence theory,
and the pragmatic theory. The key question, then, is whether Nietzsche’s
rejection of absolute truth invalidates these theories altogether, or whether
his view resonates, at least in part, with coherentism or pragmatism.

One of the major difficulties in interpreting Nietzsche is the relation between
perspectivism and relativism. At first glance, the claim that truth is bound to
perspective may suggest that all viewpoints are equally valid. Yet Nietzsche
resists this conclusion. For him, not all perspectives are of the same value.
Their worth is not determined by their “correspondence” with reality but by
their interpretive richness, depth of insight, and ability to affirm and enhance
life. In this light, Nietzsche is not an absolute relativist but rather a thinker
searching for new criteria to evaluate and compare interpretations.
Ultimately, this article argues that Nietzsche’s position lies somewhere
between absolutism and relativism. While he denies that truth exists
independently of interpretation, he still maintains that certain perspectives
surpass others. In grounding truth within life and human interpretation,
Nietzsche challenges traditional theories but also opens the door to
connections with coherentist and pragmatist approaches. His perspectivism
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thus provides a way of thinking about truth that avoids both rigid absolutism
and unrestrained relativism, situating truth within the lived realities of
history, culture, and interpretation. Previous scholarship has explored
Nietzsche’s philosophy of truth from various angles, for instance, Ardabili’s
Nietzsche’s Confrontation with Truth and Amiri Sarvari’s A Critique of
Nietzsche’s Theory of Truth. Other works, such as Mirabi’s dissertation
Truth in Nietzsche's Thought from Heidegger’s Perspective, Karbasi Zadeh
Esfahani’s thesis Nietzsche’s Epistemology, and Danaeifar’s article The
Possibility of Truth and Knowledge in Nietzsche and the Theory of
Perspectivism, have each contributed important insights. Yet, many of these
studies have given less attention to the relation between perspectivism and
the established theories of truth. This paper, by contrast, approaches
Nietzsche’s conception of truth as a phenomenological-hermeneutic
phenomenon, examined through the lens of perspectivism. It also considers
the tensions within his skepticism and the paradoxes inherent in
perspectivism itself. In the end, truth in Nietzsche’s philosophy emerges as
a dynamic and fluid phenomenon, one inseparable from becoming and from
the will to power.

Conclusion

Nietzsche’s perspectivism, as explored in this study, is not simply an
epistemological thesis but a fundamental critique of absolute truth and its
metaphysical underpinnings. By rejecting the idea of truth as an independent
standard, Nietzsche shows that all knowledge is conditioned by
interpretation. While this view risks sliding into relativism, Nietzsche resists
such a collapse by recognizing that some perspectives are more powerful,
coherent, and life-affirming than others. In light of this, his perspectivism
can be seen as rejecting the correspondence theory of truth, with its reliance
on an independent reality, while still resonating with aspects of coherence
and pragmatist theories. Thus, Nietzsche cannot be dismissed as a radical
relativist. Rather, he calls for a reevaluation of truth as something historically
embedded, interpretive, and dynamic, less about mirroring reality than about
deepening understanding and enriching life.
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