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Abstract

In light of the technological advancements and the digitalization of
information, a new realm of "Being" -which is called "cyberspace™ - was
created by the attempt of modern humans, which while being based on the
material world, flows in parallel to it and creates the subsist of the modern
human's second world. Reflecting on the position and dignity of this space
in the universe and its ontological characteristics appears to be one of today's
research necessities. The ontology of cyberspace, which is one of the
theoretical studies in this field, can have a decisive role in identifying our
mentality and intellectual and behavioral bias in interacting with this space.
The current research has explained the existence of cyberspace and its most
important ontological characteristics with a library method and a
philosophical and intellectual approach .The current research findings are:
firstly, the objects in cyberspace are "real”, not imaginary and delusional;
secondly, they are a kind of "objective existence"; thirdly, they have a
"similar to suspended forms" entity and fourthly they are a kind of the real
existence not mentally posited. Also, since cyberspace nowadays has
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invaded and dominated the previous realms of Being, this space has
outcropped as "Hyperreality”. Finally, the most important ontological
characteristics of cyberspace are being digital, the relative eternity of time,
the missing link of space and time, and the case of borderless space, virtual
memory, being hypertext, being networked and interactive.

Keywords: Cyberspace, Realism, Being, Hyperreality, Ontological
Characteristics.

Introduction

Cyberspace, also casually known as “virtual space” is the defendant of the
latest scientific revolution, i.e. the emergence and continuous spread of
communication and information technologies. In other words, in light of the
growth and progress of technology and thus the digitization of information,
a new realm of Being (reality) was expanded by the modern human. While
founded on the material and physical world, this new realm exists parallel to
the material realm and has become a human's second world. Therefore, the
internet and cyberspace are not only the tool and the gateway for the modern
human to access a large volume of data, but also an extension of their senses,
minds, and existence, enabling them to transcend beyond location and time,
achieve the concept of omnipresence, connect and interact with its kind, and
experience a new type of presence, called “telepresence”. As such,
cyberspace has fundamentally changed the human identity, his relationship
with the world, or his mod of being-in-the-world.

Adoption of this double life by the contemporary human (physical/cyber or
material/virtual), as well as fundamental epistemological changes that have
happened following the expansion of cyberspace, has led to the emergence
of a certain new metaphysics. Discovering the structure, characteristics,
rules, and regulations governing this new space, requires careful inspection,
philosophical precision, and accurate ontological methodology; just as
preceding Islamic philosophers made an elaborate attempt to discover and
describe the characteristics and rules, governing the world of senses,
imagination, and intellect; ultimately achieving understanding and
knowledge of the substance and essence of entities and categorization them
under substance and accident. In our opinion, semantic attention to the
fundamentals of Islamic philosophy, including the "principality of Being",
as well as Sadra’s "gradation of being" and "the world of suspended images"
by Suhrawardi, can help us explain the kind of Being of cyberspace and the
objects occupying it. Questions formed around the reality or unreality
(illusiveness or fictitiousness) of the world we live in, and investigation and
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philosophical carefulness in discovering its nature, are questions as old as
the history of human thought, reemerged in new shapes, inspired by the
advent and spread of the cyberspace as a human's second world. Western
philosophers have classified “realism” into metaphysical or ontological, vs
epistemological and linguistic or semantic. In a discussion of ontological
realism (such as our topic), the question is whether cyberspace and its content
are only imaginary and illusory, or they have a level of reality. If so, what
class of Being do they and their reality and realism belong to? Assuming the
latter, renders cyberspace real, as it owns an actuality and proper
quintessence, known as the cyber-reality, and the specific realist ontology
(material/virtual) it pertains to, can be called “digital realism”. Based on the
context provided above, we must consider if cyberspace (in terms of
ontology i.e., how it exists) is real or imaginary. If real, what level of
existence does it occupy in the fact-itself, what category of Being does it
belong to, and what characteristics of ontology it exhibits? The subject of
such a discussion is called “ontology of cyberspace”, which is a subsection
of “philosophy of cyberspace”, which in turn, is a field of “philosophy of”.

Ontology of cyberspace can act as a decisive factor affecting our

understanding, mentality, and prejudice (in thought or action) while

interacting and dealing with this space. As such, it is a fundamental topic in
the theoretical studies of cyberspace. Indeed, cyberspace should be studied,

not just from a scientific and technological perspective, but also from a

theoretical perspective, including but not limited to a philosophical and

ontological view.

The present paper attempts to provide a rather novel analysis of the ontology

of cyberspace, encompassing such topics as the kind of Being of cyberspace,

digital realism, cyberspace as a “Hyperreality”, and ontological
characteristics of cyberspace.

Our research through a library methodology, and a rational/philosophical

approach to investigate the kind of Being of cyberspace and its most

significant characteristics.

Results

The following are among the most important results:

1. Cyberspace had the capacity to exist. Therefore, the Being crossed into
it. This can be considered a type or level of Being (parallel to actual,
mental, verbal, and written types of Being).

2. Butin our understanding, the Being of cyberspace can be thought of as a
category of “objective Being”. In fact, objective Being is not limited to
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the three classic types of sensible, imaginary, or rational, as cyber-Being

is a fourth type of Being, parallel to these three, with a "similar to

suspended forms" entity.

The Being of cyberspace is “actual”, not virtual or conceptual.

4. The Being of cyberspace has a subsistence in humanity and material tools
and equipment, similar to the “conjunctive forms”, which subsistence of
being to the human mind. On the other hand, considering the reality and
externality of cyberspace and the objects it consists of, and that they are
actualized in a self-sufficient locus and abode from the human mind, we
can find some similarities between this space and the “disjunctive
forms™.

5. Cyberspace and its content are not essentially illusory or imaginary, as
they enjoy a level of Being that can be referred to as “digital reality”.

6. Toacertain extent, the cyber-Being has crossed, dominated, and replaced
some of the previous fields of Being, such that it sometimes is (or at least
appears) more real than extrinsic and external Being. This has been called
“Hyperreality”.

7. The most significant ontological characteristics of cyberspace include
relative longevity, dissociation of time and location, and concepts like
borderless space, virtual memory, hypertextual nature, and network-
orientation.
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