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Abstract
At the end of the era when modern man claims superiority and authenticity
and denies everything he does not understand or thinks he does not exist and
sees himself as unrivaled in the field of existence and knowledge, a tiny
creature called coronavirus cleverly challenges his entire existence. This
article is concerned with the occurrence and spread of Covid-19 and its new
variants as well as its unfortunate consequences in the world in the form of
the problem of Covid-19. In this article, from the perspective of the skeptical
theism, as an answer to the problem of evil, we will examine how this
approach responds to the problem of Covid-19, and on the other hand, how
the peculiar characteristics of this virus can strengthen the claim of skeptical
theism.
Keyword: The Problem of Evil, Skeptical Theism, Covid-19 Evil, Modern
Man, Man's Cognitive Deficiency.
Introduction
In the era of human scientific domination, a viral epidemic like Covid-19
challenged the entire existence as well as medical and therapeutic expertise
of modern man. They threatened the global economy and shut down
educational systems and human gatherings. In the meantime, despite having
the best virology laboratories and the most advanced medical equipment, and
having the highest rate of social welfare and health facilities, Western
countries proved their inefficiency in practice. For this reason, many people
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lost their lives due to this dangerous disease, and this human disaster caused
many problems for humankind, which caused the occurrence of this disease,
followed by the problem of the Covid-19 evil and its justification for many
thinkers. In this article, we provide an answer to the problem of Covid-19
evil and strengthen the claim of "skeptical theism” by emphasizing the
"cognitive deficiency of man" on the one hand and the "unknowability of
God" on the other hand. In this article, we first discussed different versions
of the problem of evil, i.e. (a) the theoretical problem of evil and (b) the
existential problem of evil, and then the way of facing the problem of evil.
We also have discussed the problem of Covid-19 evil in the form of the
following argument. This argument can be formulated as follows:

(1) According to the claim of theists, there is an all-knowing, omnipotent and
benevolent God,

(2) Covid-19, as a terrible global evil, kills thousands of victims every day
and causes millions of people to suffer in excruciating ways;

(3) The omniscient, omnipotent and benevolent God has no valid reason to
justify the occurrence of such a terrible evil in human life;

(4) God with such absolute attributes cannot exist.

In response to this problem, this article focuses on the response by the
skeptical theism. Our concern in this article is to highlight the role of the
Covid-19 in revealing the cognitive deficiency and inability of humans to
accurately analyze the problem of evil and the need to avoid definite
conclusions about atheism. Those who belong to this intellectual current
believe that limitations of man's cognitive powers put him in a situation of
serious epistemological separation from God, such that if one does not
understand God's reason for prescribing evil, he is not epistemologically
entitled to conclude that God does not have a reason for prescribing evil
(even if it seems unreasonable). In one sense, skeptical theism is derived
from negative theology in traditional theology, which emphasizes the
unknowability of God's essence, actions, and intentions. Of course, in
addition to this, skeptical theism underscores human cognitive deficiency. In
response to the problem of Covid-19 evil, on the one hand, skeptical theism
emphasizes the inability of humans to understand God's reasons for the
occurrence of Covid-19 in the world, and on the other hand, it highlights the
unrecognizability of God, the creator of man and existence. At the end, we
discuss some of the epistemic benefits of the Covid-19 epidemic, which
corroborate the claims of skeptical theism.


https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.7.5
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-210-en.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-05-19 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.7.5]

453/ Skeptical Theism and the Problem of Covid-19 Evil/ Zolfaghar Naseri

Conclusions

With the spread of Covid-19 and its new variants, modern man was drawn to
a serious challenge, which once again raised the problem of evil, this time in
the form of the problem of Covid-19 evil in the rumors of people and the
minds of philosophers of religion. The problem of Covid-19 is raised as
follows: due to the difficulties of caused by the Covid-19 epidemic, there is
probably no justifying reason for the occurrence and spread of this deadly
disease; Therefore, apparently, there is no omnipotent and benevolent God.
Otherwise, He would have prevented this terrible evil. In this article, an
attempt is made to strengthen the skeptical theistic answer to this problem.
This theological current, the first traces of which are found in religious texts,
emphasizes the cognitive deficiency of man as well as the existential distance
between the creator and creatures and its epistemic tools. It warns people
against making hasty judgments about atheism and issuing definitive
judgments about the inexcusability of evil in the world. The spread of the
coronavirus, in addition to its increased practical benefits, made people
aware that their scientific knowledge and practical abilities are always
insignificant and incomplete. Based on such speculative knowledge, people
should not at least make definite claims about God and His actions. Man
should know that he is a finite being and is never able to fully understand the
laws of the infinite existence of God.
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