[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-05-19 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.6.4 ]

Kharazmi University

Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.3, No. 6, Autumn & Winter 2022-2023

The Nature of Faith from a Metaphorical Point of
View in Cognitive Sciences!

Jalal Peykani,” Kaweys Sure,*> AbdolrezaSafari,*
Abstract
While faith has been the subject of discussion of theology and philosophy of
religion, recently, cognitive science has also entered into this issue. In this
research, which is conducted in an interdisciplinary manner in cognitive
sciences and philosophy of religion and based on a metaphorical approach,
an attempt has been made to show that in the cognitive sciences, in general,
and in the conceptual metaphorical approach, in particular, faith is a
productive and sensory phenomenon. The ancients considered faith to be a
heartfelt acknowledgment and therefore a presence and were not bound by
its epistemological definition. But referring to the arguments of this
approach, faith, as a metaphor, is a term for things like trust and confidence
that is projected and generalized by neurons in the human brain and so in this
trend of cognitive sciences, faith is a metaphor that as a result of refinement,
a special kind of biological and physical experience is obtained. This
research, while explaining the view of metaphorical approach in cognitive
sciences to the concept of faith, and analysis of the results, to provide the
ground for the interaction between the literature of philosophy of religion
and the literature of cognitive sciences in the category of faith.
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Introduction

Philosophers of cognitive science and the metaphor-axis approach believe
that thought and abstract concepts have empirical and physical roots. George
Lakoff (-1941) and Mark Johnson (-1949), philosophers of science, believe
that the mind is basically physical (Lakoff & Johnson, 2015). In this view,
abstract concepts, thought, language, intelligence, and perhaps our
seemingly intuitive experiences are not immaterial in nature and all of them
are in some way the born of human Emotional-Movement and Emotional-
spatial force. With this definition, faith will not be immaterial, cognitive
science and the metaphor-based approach that is intended in this research
explains faith through emotional experiences. A more important point that is
examined in this research is the problem that the definition of faith with what
is proposed in the cognitive sciences and the metaphor-axis approach is a
contradiction with the definition of faith from the perspective of religions
and holy texts, including Islam and The Qur'an does not have it, and perhaps
the discussions and controversies surrounding the nature of the heart and the
outward confession that existed among the ancients of the people of Kalam
will be relatively less.

In cognitive science, faith or religious belief is derived from metaphor.
George Lakoff and Mark Johnson believe that the reason why they focus on
metaphor is that "metaphor unites wisdom and imagination, that wisdom at
least includes categorization of consequence and inference, and imagination
in one of its many aspects involves seeing a kind of thing on it is according
to another type of thing, what we call metaphorical thought™ (Lakoff and
Johnson, 2018, p. 229). With this explanation, if we consider faith or
religious belief to be a kind of intuitive or spiritual awareness within man, it
is subject to the same rule. It will be a metaphorical thought, according to the
definition presented in the Lakoff-Johnson metaphor approach, there is
neither absolute truth nor absolute intention, but in other words, human
beings with their sensory-motor capabilities, which are derived from the
physics of the universe, it categorizes and shapes and uses metaphors for
rationalization. In a way, in this view, each of subjectivism and objectivism
are rejected and a new approach called mixed empiricism emerges.
According to this new formulation, faith or religious belief is the
construction of Emotional-Movement perception with the help of metaphors
that are used in this field. In cognitive science, faith is a construct that is
unconscious and essentially physical.
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Conclusion

In relation to this issue, two challenges can be mentioned. First: The
consequences of this theory will be that there is an extracorporeal truth for
faith and belief, if it exists, because in this approach, humans will understand
the concepts through the body. It cannot understand these concepts because
the body will not understand the non-material matter unless the metaphysical
matters themselves are physical, which of course is ruled out. However,
because cognitive science does not claim the ontological non-existence of
metaphysical matters, it cannot be claimed that metaphor-axis reasons are in
opposition to religious epistemological beliefs, and this conclusion can never
be made. In this related approach, faith is not an opinion, but the concept of
faith has been reconstructed, and therefore, any claim about the
epistemological belief of this approach is merely an opinion. Faith has been
transcended only through metaphor, and on the surface it seems that faith is
in something transcendental and non-physical. Of course, the necessity of
this type of view, which the above-mentioned approach in cognitive sciences
will have to this issue, makes any rational justification and philosophical
arguments to prove the immateriality of faith and belonging to faith
unjustified, but it does not consider it impossible. Secondly: The next point
is the denial of the essence of belief. The beliefs of this approach may be
unintentional, but indirectly, it is a very serious challenge to essentialism,
because, for example, in this particular case, which is faith, it will lead to this
problem. From the metamaterial world, it is a kind of projection of physical
things and their generalization to turn it into a mechanism to satisfy
transcendental needs that are out of reach by means of metaphor. Certainly,
what is challenged in this view is the issue of innate faith, which generally
falls under essentialism. In other words, what we consider as faith is born of
a cognitive process that is named by metaphors, and in fact, something called
faith is born of the mind and is not considered a real thing.
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