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Abstract

Gilbert Ryle, in his book, The Concept of Mind (1949) discussed about denial of
mind, identity of mind and mental states, through his physicalist and
reductionist’s approaches. On a basis of Descartes’ dualism, he argued that
believing in the existence of mind alongside mental states, is a category mistake
that has baffled philosophers. He believed we should not relate mental states to
a substance called mind, as we relate physical states to the body; Mind is but a
name for a series of applied mental states and has no existence beyond words.
Ryle’s main issue is his inaccurate understanding of mind’s inception and its
connection to the body. It would appear that we can present a different
explanation of substantiality of mind and its contrast with mental states by
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referring to Sadra’s viewpoint of mind’s inception and its connection to the
body, which Ryle's problems are not directed towards. According to this
information, a substance named mind exists which mental states are based upon.
Keywords: Mind, Dualism, Ryle, Category Mistake, Substance, Emergentism.
Introduction

Ryle, a British analytical philosopher, in his book The Concept of Mind (1949),
based on Cartesian dualism, challenged the substantiality of the soul and
considered the belief in a substance called the soul to be a categorical error and
a misunderstanding that involved philosophers in believing in the existence of
such an imaginary entity (the soul). According to him, the belief in the existence
of the soul was formed due to the incorrect use of language, and it is the duty of
the philosopher to discover these errors by analyzing the sentences so that such
imaginary beings are not added to the world. In his belief, we should not attribute
non-physical states to an immaterial substance called the soul in the same way
that we attribute physical states to a substance called the body. There is no
hidden ghost inside the body machine that is the source of states such as wanting,
getting angry, knowing, etc. These states are nothing but actual or potential
behaviors that people show in different situations. The problem of the
relationship between the soul as an immaterial substance and the body as a
material substance is another problem that, according to Ryle, is related to
Descartes' dualism.

Although Cartesian dualism is faced with problems and cannot be defended,
believing in it cannot be called a categorical error. Apart from that, dualism is
not unique to Descartes' view and it can be read in different ways. One of these
readings is taken from the foundations of Sadra's Transcendent Wisdom. Sadra's
Transcendent Wisdom has presented a reading of dualism by using his own
principles such as principality of existence, gradation of existence, substantial
movement, etc., based on which the distance and distinction that was mentioned
in Cartesian dualism becomes less. According to this point of view, the soul is
formed from the material body and is a physical event. In this view, the soul and
the body are not two distinct substances that interact with each other; rather, they
are actually two orders of a single fluid existence. It seems that by using Sadra's
dualism, a better explanation of the substantiality of the soul can be provided in
such a way that Ryle's problems do not affect it.
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In the contemporary philosophy of mind, theories have been proposed that are

very similar to Sadra's point of view; Theories such as Emergentism and

Hylomorphism based on which the characteristics of consciousness and

immaterial substance emerge from complex material combinations. Although

these theories are comparable to Sadra's view in various aspects, they are

completely different from it in other important ways; in this way, Sadra’s theory

cannot be included under those theories.
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