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Abstract

In this article with a study of the meaning of substance in empirical
philosophers’ viewpoints, we show that Hume's negation of substance has
influenced Kant's theory of knowledge. To solve the problem of knowledge,
Kant, on the one hand, turns the substance negated by Hume into a thing in
itself. In this way, he tries to provide a strong foundation for the phenomena
and keep his philosophy from falling into the abyss of absolute idealism. On
the other hand, with the Copernican revolution, he turned the substance into
one of the categories and determinations of the subject. In this way, he kept
its essential role in the formation of knowledge and paved the way for the
object to correspond with the mind. Therefore, in a sense, Kant preserves the
substance in the meaning of the predecessors, but no epistemic role is
possible for this meaning; however, he tries to maintain the epistemic
position of the substance in another sense. The reason why Kant, while
transforming the substance of the predecessors into a thing in itself, did not
abandon the substance, but presented another definition of it, was to be able

!'. Research Paper, Received: 13/8/2022; Confirmed: 15/12/2022.

2, Professor of philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran.
(fathtaheri@yahoo.com).

3. Candidate of PhD Degree in Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University,
Qazvin, Iran, (Corresponding Author) (Hamid_nava@yahoo.com).



mailto:Hamid_nava@yahoo.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.61186/mi.4.7.195
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.7.7.4
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-193-en.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2025-03-12 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.7.7.4 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/mi.4.7.195]

196/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations (Extended Abstracts), Vol.4, No. 7, 2023, pp195-222

to explain perception. Because he needed a permanent thing, of course, a
permanent thing that can be pointed to its position with the subject, not an
unchanging existence that is unknown with the objects.

Introduction

Many philosophers before Kant always looked for the substance in the
object. In the meantime, some philosophers believed that the substance of
things could be known, and others, especially after the modern era, thought
that the substance of things could not be perceived directly. So much so that
in Hume's thought, the substance is entirely left out. Kant accepted Hume's
criticism of substantiality tradition to some extent. Because he believed that
it is better to leave something that cannot be talked about. Substance does
not originate from impressions or ideas, so what is said about it is nothing
but illusions. On the other hand, Kant could not deny the substance because
what makes an object last over time and changes is anyway something
beyond the first and secondary qualities. The point to consider in the
direction of Kant's Copernican revolution was that he, like those who did not
consider it possible to access the substance beyond the primary and
secondary qualities, believed that the beyond of the primary and secondary
qualities is dark for us and there is no knowledge of it. But Kant gave the
title of thing in itself to that part of objects that have no way to perception. In
this case, what will be the difference between the substance of the past and
Kant's thing in itself? Did Kant change only one word? Does that mean he
only used the word thing in itself instead of the word substance? This is not
the case. There are similarities between the substance of the predecessors and
Kant's thing-in-itself of Kant; Kant still believed in the substance, but not the
substance approved by the ancients, which was with the objects, but the
substance considered by Kant is the permanent thing that is not with the
objects, but in the subject.

In this article, to show that the thing in itself and the substance in Kant have
fundamental differences from each other, we have mentioned some of the
differences between the two. For example, one of the differences between
the thing in itself and the substance considered by Kant is that the substance
has an inseparable relationship with time. Because the eternal thing is
referred to the subject schematically, which is the temporality of the subject,
and therefore Kant can claim that we have minimal knowledge of it. But the
thing in itself is dark and unknown to the subject because it has no
relationship with time. Another thing is that the thing in itself has nothing to
do with the subject and therefore it is independent and therefore cannot be a
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priori. Still, the substance belongs to the knowing agent or subject and can

be talked about. Explanations have also been provided in this regard. For

example, the eternal thing is related to time, and time is the pure form of

understanding. Understanding is also inherent in the subject. Therefore,

Kant's substance, which is the permanent thing, cannot be equated with the

thing in itself, which is the Noumena realm of things.

Conclusion

Kant resorted to time and space to use categories as a priori. Time plays a

fundamental role in the formation of categories, and it can even be said that

it is inseparable from them. If we accept such an understanding of time, in

this case, substance (permanent matter) is also a part of the time, or in other

words, it is a determination of time (permanent matter) of substance. Kant

explained the importance of time in human knowledge through judgment.

All rulings include categories. All categories, including substance, have an

inseparable relationship with time. Therefore, examining human powers

from such a point of view will show more of what Kant's modern man means.
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