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One of the common concerns of Allameh Tabatabai and Martin Heidegger has
been the meaning of life and taking it for them is the purpose of life. Each has
responded to it according to their own intellectual foundations. Allameh proves
the purposefulness of the created world, including human being, through the
attribute of God's wisdom. He believes that living in the light of belief in God
and adherence to morality and human being behavior makes sense our life, but
from Heidegger's point of view, what makes Dasein’s life meaningful is being
in the world. Contrary to Allameh, Heidegger believes that human being himself
creates values and that no external criteria can be set for values. He divides
Dasein into genuine and non-genuine based on attention to death and liberation
from the domination of others. Both philosophers believe in the meaning of life,
with the difference that Allameh believes that human being discovers the
meaning of life, but Heidegger says Dasein falsifies the meaning of life. Both
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philosophers believe in the meaning of life, with the difference that Allameh
believes that human being discovers the meaning of life, but Heidegger says that
Dasein forges the meaning of life and Allameh's intellectual basis is to prove the
meaning of the Qur'an and human being nature, while Heidegger's intellectual
basis is Dasein's conscience and death.

Keywords: Allameh Tabatabai, Martin Heidegger, The Meaning of life.
Introduction

One of the basic questions that arise for every thinking person during daily life
is why should one live? Is life worth living? In facing the question of the
meaning of life, there are three main views: nihilists, followers of naturalism,
and supernaturalists, each of whom has presented their own opinions in this
regard. The meaning of "goal" is one of the most widely used meanings that both
theologians of monotheistic religions and analytical philosophers have
considered for the meaning of life. Allameh Tabatabai, while stating the direct
and deep connection between religiosity and the meaning of life, believes that
since human being has no goal in life, except salvation and happiness, then
defining the meaning of life is essential. Heidegger has expressed human being
concerns and important aspects of his life in different ways. When Heidegger,
from categories such as God, sacred space, true existence, reality and projection,
and various states of human beings, such as the fall, heartbreak, daily life, the
difference between genuine and non-genuine human being, the question of truth
and attention to poetry and original spiritual thinking, attention to human being
as Dasein, in order to understand the meaning of existence and emphasize the
responsibility of human being in front of his existence, etc., all this indicates that
he tries to find the original meaning in order to understand the meaning of
human being life.

According to Allameh, the beings that are in the world are constantly in motion,
and these beings, in addition to needing an active cause or stimulus, also need
an ultimate cause or destination, because from a philosophical point of view,
luck and chance, whether from the active cause or not from the point of view of
the ultimate cause, is not possible. Therefore, every movement and current,
whether conscious or otherwise, is moving toward an end and a goal, so that the
moving defect is removed. But Heidegger believes that the achievement of the
meaning of life is conditional on criticizing the modern meaning of life. He


https://dor.isc.ac/dor/20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.14.2
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-169-en.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2026-05-26 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.14.2 ]

A Comparative Study of the Meaning of Life from the Perspective.../ Asgari Babadi, Khoshkhoo/479

basically criticizes the false meaning that modern thinkers have prepared for
human being life, which means that understanding Heidegger's opinion about
the meaning of life is without criticism. He does not accept modernity and
traditional metaphysics, he does not accept the meaning of falsification of
modern life and criticizes the epistemological, ontological, moral and political
aspects of the modern world view.

According to Allameh, one of the most important figures in the world of creation
is human being, who were all the same in nature. When a person looks inside
himself, he realizes the desire for survival and immortality, which is one of the
goals and the most important goal of life. Like Allameh, Heidegger also believes
that human being is looking for the meaning of life in this world. Heidegger
believes that thinking about death and paying attention to it causes Dasein to go
beyond everyday affairs, and this in itself the cause of the meaning of life. From
other points of view, the meaning of life depends on human being thinking,
conscious decision-making and the death of consciousness. The criticism that
can be made on Heidegger is that according to the evidence of human being life,
thinking about death is not the only way to give meaning to life, but there are
other factors that give direction to life and make it meaningful. If people are seen
who live a meaningful life regardless of death.

Conclusion

Allameh and Heidegger both pay attention to the conscious choice of human
being in all the goals that are important for the creation of human being in
Allameh's view, although he did not explicitly state it, but conscious choice
plays an essential role, no human being can achieve the goal for which God has
created intended to achieve. According to Heidegger, what gives meaning to
human being life is his conscious choice and not following others.

The difference between Allameh and Heidegger is that Allameh considers
religion to be one of the most important factors that give meaning to life, while
Heidegger was oblivious to the role of religion and the supernatural to deal with
the meaninglessness of life, and in the process of giving meaning to life has not
determined its position on the existence of God.
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