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Abstract

Dreaming has historically been the source of human inspiration. The Qur'an
mentions the dream of the Prophet of Islam in three cases, as it states the
dream of some previous prophets. According to the verses of the Qur'an, the
true dream is not limited to the Prophets of God, just as Joseph's two
companions in prison saw their future destiny in a dream. So, the Qur'an does
not believe that what appears in dreams is the product of human imagination
and has no validity, but the Qur'an speaks of the true dreams of prophets and
even non-prophet.

Describing the beliefs of Muslims, John of Damascus, a Christian saint, said
that they believed that their Prophet had received the Qur'an in a dream. The
claim of the revelation of some verses of the Qur'an regarding dreams is also
seen in Islamic narrations, as the revelation of the first five verses of Surah
Al-Alaq is considered a dream by Tabari. Moreover, the book Sahih Muslim
has announced the revelation of Sirah Al-Kawthar in a light dream of the
Messenger of God. Thus, claiming the revelation of a part of the Qur'an in a
dream does not violate the consensus of narrators and Islamic scholars.
Keywords: The Quran, Dreams, The Prophet, Revelation, Islamic Scholars.

I, Research Paper, Received: 7/2/2022; Confirmed: 27/8/2022.
2, Associate Professor of Quranic Sciences, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran.
(r.najafi@khu.ac.ir).


mailto:r.najafi@khu.ac.ir
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.12.0
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-148-en.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-05-19 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1401.3.6.12.0]

470/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations (Extended Abstracts), Vol.3, No. 6, 2022-2023

Introduction
According to the narrations, the Prophet of Islam dreamed and interpreted
dreams, and even according to the dream of one of the companions, he
decreed the rule of the call to prayer.

It is narrated that after the Morning Prayer, the Prophet would turn to his

companions and say: "Did any of you have a dream last night?" It is also
narrated that during the life of the Prophet, whenever a man had a dream, he
narrated it to the Prophet.
These types of narrations, if they are correct, narrate the manners and sayings
of the Prophet. Assuming that the narrations are fabricated, they show the
mental image of the majority of Muslims about the character of the Prophet
in the first centuries of Islam.

In the Islamic tradition, dream and prophecy are linked. Some Islamic
scholars have stated that the Prophet received revelation during twenty-three
years, ten years in Medina and thirteen years in Mecca, and before that, he
saw the revelation in his sleep for six months. It is narrated from the Prophet
that the dream of a believer is one of the forty-six parts of Prophethood. On
this basis, the source of Prophethood and righteous dreams are the same, and
the only difference between them is in strength and weakness. Thus, in
Islamic culture, the right dream has a high status and the dream of the
Prophets is considered as a type of revelation from God and is equal to
awakening in terms of validity.

Dreaming is proportional to seeing the scenery and hearing some words, and
receiving word-for-word a text in a dream is unusual. It may be said that the
Prophet shaped the words of the Qur'an according to the inspired images and
meanings, but most Islamic scholars believe that the Qur'an has been
revealed word for word to the Holy Prophet. The Qur'an does not state that
revelation to the Prophet was in word or meaning, but it emphasizes that all
people must obey Muhammad's revelation. What is considered fundamental
in the verses of the Qur'an is the mere obedience of the people to the
Messenger of God, and the quality of revelation to him is not of primary
importance. Anyway, introducing the dream as the origin of the Qur'an is in
line with the view that the meanings are from God and the words are from
the Prophet.

Muslim scholars consider the validity and authority of the Prophets'
perceptions in sleep and wakefulness as similar to each other, but the criteria
for interpreting speech in waking are different from the criteria for
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interpreting dreams. In a dream, following reality is not necessary, but the
final message of the dream is important.

According to the Qur'an, God showed the Prophet in a dream that the number
of members of the enemy army in the battle of Badr was small, and if he
showed them too much, the Islamic army would be weak and quarreled, but
God ended the matter safely. On the other hand, it is narrated that the
Messenger of God said: In a dream, | saw AbuJahl who came to me and
pledged allegiance to me. So when Khalid ibn Walid converted to Islam, the
Prophet was told that this is what you saw about AbuJahl, because Khalid
was his cousin. But the Prophet said no. Then, when Ikrima, the son of Abu
Jahl, came and converted to Islam, the Prophet said "That is it."
Accordingly, in the dream one can see AbuJahl himself instead of the son.
That is, in a dream, there is no need to commit to reality face to face.
Sometimes some Qur'anic propositions seem to contradict rational,
historical, or scientific evidence. If these propositions are seen in the
Prophet's dream, their problem will be solvable without deviating from the
true meaning of the words of the Qur'an, because what is impossible in the
awakening happens in the dream. In other words, in a dream, all the
impossible become possible in its apparent sense.

If the revelation of the Quran is not accepted in a dream, Qur'anic
propositions contrary to rational or historical or empirical arguments cannot
be considered acceptable, so Muslims must remove the words of the Qur'an
from apparent meanings and transfer them to improbable meanings. This is
the way that Muslim commentators have gone to this day and they have
created many obligations and contradictions in the field of interpretation.

It may be said that if some of the dreams of the Prophet of Islam are contrary
to science or history, the trust of the believers will be destroyed. The answer
to these problems is that in dreams, conformity or inconsistency with human
intellect, experience, and history does not matter, but the messages and goals
of the dream are important.
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