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Abstract
Deleuze is fascinated by Spinoza’s concept of expression, which unifies the
single substance with its states and attributes. Yet this “expression” is
temporal. In other words, substance, as a fluid constant, requires a fluid
context for its expression or realization, and this context is time. Of course,
this time is neither circular nor linear, nor is it simply existential time; rather,
it is a form of temporality that emerges through the key Bergsonian concept
of durée. According to the Deleuze-Bergsonian understanding of time, durée
is internal, non-numerical, indivisible, and devoid of spatial characteristics.
Durée is centered on transition, change, and becoming, but on a becoming
that endures and a change that expresses the fluidity of substance. The main
characteristic of durée is difference. In fact, durée is that which differs from
itself, a difference that does not fall under the categories of identity. What
makes durée durable is precisely this difference. Of course, this is not a
difference from something else or from another entity, but a difference from
oneself, or, more precisely, a difference in itself. This shows that difference
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in itself is not an attribute imposed upon something else but is entirely
inherent in it. It is precisely this inherent character that fascinates Deleuze
and accounts for his profound interest in Bergson.

Keywords: Deleuze, Bergson, Durée, Becoming, Difference.

Introduction

In the course of constructing his philosophical system, Gilles Deleuze
entered into a systematic and creative dialogue with an extensive intellectual
and literary heritage. He not only authored major works on figures such as
Hume, Kant, Proust, Sacher-Masoch, Kafka, Foucault, and Leibniz, but also
continually drew upon the ideas of thinkers such as Lucretius, Duns Scotus,
Heidegger, Henry Miller, Michel Tournier, Pierre Klossowski, and James
Joyce throughout his writings. This wide-ranging engagement reveals the
polymorphic and interdisciplinary character of Deleuze’s thought, in which
philosophy is situated at the intersection of literature, psychoanalysis,
political theory, and the arts. Nevertheless, the most fundamental domain to
which Deleuze ultimately subordinated all these encounters is philosophy
itself. Within this field, he undertook sustained excavations of diverse
traditions, among which the influential triangle of Spinoza, Bergson, and
Nietzsche occupies a privileged position. His encounter with these figures
exceeded the limits of mere scholarship and developed into a profound
relationship of reciprocal influence. At the core of Deleuze’s thought, these
three philosophers function as the structural pillars of a new ontology. From
Spinoza, Deleuze appropriates the concept of expression and the rejection of
all forms of dualism. From Nietzsche, he adopts the doctrine of the will to
power and, above all, the eternal return. From Bergson, he borrows the
fundamental notion of duration (durée), that is, time conceived as a
qualitative and heterogeneous flow. Together, they form a conceptual
triangle around which Deleuze’s philosophical project is organized.
Deleuze’s complex account of temporality is a synthesis of multiple
influences. He is clearly indebted to Kant’s analysis of time as an a priori
form of intuition, to Heidegger’s ontology of temporality and historicity
(Geschichtlichkeit), and especially to Husserl’s phenomenology of inner
time-consciousness. Each of these contributes to the constitution of what may
be termed “Deleuzian time.” Nevertheless, Bergson occupies the decisive
position in Deleuze’s thinking on time. In elaborating the idea that actual
states, understood as the present, and the past are co-produced within a
continuous process, and that the whole of the past is preserved and remains
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active in the present in a contracted rather than erased form, Deleuze relies
profoundly on Bergson’s concept of duration.

The prevailing view of time conceives it as linear, homogeneous, infinitely
divisible into units—periods, years, seconds—and indefinitely extensible.
Within this model, past and future are imagined as limitless extensions on
either side of a fixed “present.” Bergson designates this representation as the
“spatial concept of time,” insofar as temporality is endowed with the
properties of spatial extension and dimensionality. Moments appear as
discrete points or objects distributed along a line, never entering into genuine
contact with one another and remaining discontinuous despite their
succession. The principal source of this spatialization lies in the tendency to
conceive time as a neutral container in which events occur. According to this
view, time precedes events and persists after them, functioning as a
transcendental framework external to its own contents. In premodern
traditions, by contrast, a cyclical representation of time sometimes
predominated, conceiving history as perpetual repetition. The linear model
of time, particularly in modernity, has proven effective for organizing
practical life and rational planning.

In the twentieth century, these inherited concepts of time were subjected to
intense critique. Phenomenologists such as Edmund Husserl and, following
him, Heidegger, as well as existentialists such as Sartre, replaced the abstract,
linear concept of time with an existential conception. Within this new
paradigm, time is no longer understood as a neutral container external to
human life but as a fundamental structure of human being (Dasein). From
the outset, time is coextensive with human existence, while its linear and
quantified form appears as a secondary and derivative determination of
primordial existential temporality (Zeitlichkeit). In the concept of existential
time, the moments of life do not possess equal value or ontological weight,
unlike linear time, in which all moments are homogeneous and
interchangeable. Within this perspective, different emphases are placed on
the past, as in certain psychoanalytic readings; the present, as the only “real”
point in linear accounts; or the future, as the primary guiding horizon, as in
Heidegger. In the linear model, a special privilege is accorded to the
“present,” an unstable instant that perpetually passes over into its own “non-
present,” namely, the past and the future. Bergson—and, in his wake,
Deleuze—rejects any account of time that cannot explain the internal
continuity, creativity, and heterogeneous quality of lived experience and, in
particular, any account incapable of elucidating Spinozist expression. The
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privileged concept is the one that Bergson introduced as duration. Duration
is real, qualitative time: a fluid, heterogeneous, and creative flux in which
the past does not simply expire but persists, as an organized and living whole,
in the present, exerting pressure upon it, while the future emerges from
within this generative continuum in an open and irreducible manner. This
temporality is no longer a line of discrete moments but the continuous
composition of novelty and difference. Deleuze extends this Bergsonian
insight by articulating it with concepts such as difference and repetition,
thereby founding a dynamic ontology of becoming, in which duration
functions as a primary site for the actualization of the unlimited potentialities
of being. Deleuze’s encounter with Bergson is therefore not a simple act of
borrowing but a powerful and inventive reactivation that plays a central role
in the architecture of his philosophical system.
Conclusion
Deleuze offers a rigorously ontological reading of Bergson’s philosophy and
deploys duration as the key to a distinctive understanding of time. He
mobilizes this concept to complete Spinoza’s theory of expression, arguing
that the temporality of duration enables the realization of immanence, such
that expression and time ultimately become coextensive. Within the
framework of duration, past and present stand in a profound and living
interrelation, and, through the distinction between the virtual and the actual,
the mode of the “becoming” of substance is determined. This becoming
constitutes the very essence of substance and, in contrast to Hegelian
dialectics, is affirmative, contingent, unpredictable, and grounded in
difference rather than negation. For Deleuze, being is nothing other than
continuous becoming and the unceasing expression of a single substance;
being is itself the process of becoming. Duration, as the objective form of
this transformation, discloses the dynamic face of being.
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