Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.7, No. 13, Spring & Summer
Kharazmi University 2026, pp 187-214

Reza Davari Ardakani’s Reading of Edward Said: A
Comparative Study within the Framework of Social Critical
Theory’

Fatemeh Ahmadi,? Seyed Javad Miri®
Abstract
This paper presents a comparative analysis of Reza Davari Ardakani’s and
Edward Said’s critiques of Western hegemony, using the theoretical
resources of social critical theory (the Frankfurt School and allied thinkers)
as an interpretive framework. The paper asks how Davari, writing from an
Iranian philosophical and metaphysical standpoint, reads, assimilates, and
critiques Said’s cultural-discursive critique of colonialism and Orientalism.
While Said locates domination primarily in the microphysics of
representation, language, and institutions (a Foucauldian/Gramscian
orientation), Davari shifts the focus to the metaphysical and ontological
foundations of modern Western thought: technicity, subjectivism, and the
forgetfulness of Being (a Heideggerian inflection). The study employs
textual comparison, conceptual mapping, and critical triangulation to reveal
both convergences (diagnoses of modernity’s crisis and the link between
knowledge and power) and divergences (practical reformism vs.
metaphysical rupture). The analysis argues that Davari appreciates Said’s
political efficacy but regards it as ultimately immanent to the Western
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intellectual horizon; hence, Davari advocates a deeper ontological
reorientation as a prerequisite for genuine de-hegemonization. The paper
concludes by reflecting on the implications for intellectual strategies in non-
Western contexts seeking alternatives to Western modernity.

Keywords: Orientalism; Critique of Modernity; Metaphysics; Critical
Theory; Davari Ardakani.

Introduction

The encounter between Edward Said and Reza Davari Ardakani—two
influential critics of Western hegemony operating from distinct intellectual
traditions—raises a central question for contemporary critical thought: what
kinds of critiqgue are most adequate for understanding and resisting the
multilayered dominance of Western modernity? This paper places that
question within the framework of social critical theory, drawing on the
Frankfurt School’s insistence that critique should be both diagnostically
robust and normatively oriented toward emancipation. By juxtaposing Said’s
discursive-institutional critique of Orientalism with Davari’s metaphysical
critique of the West, the paper reconstructs two complementary but
competing paradigms for diagnosing the crisis of modernity and imagining
paths of resistance. Edward Said’s Orientalism (1978) exemplifies a theory
of cultural and discursive power. Said synthesizes insights from Foucault
(power/knowledge) and Gramsci (hegemony) to show how representations
of the “Orient” serve to constitute and sustain Western political dominance.
For Said, the problem is not merely political domination but the epistemic
structures through which the West produces and naturalizes colonial
knowledge about the East. The corrective he offers is primarily discursive
and institutional: exposing representational practices, fostering counter-
narratives, and enabling political and cultural mobilization for
decolonization (Said, 1978). Reza Davari Ardakani’s critique of the West,
by contrast, emerges from a different genealogical matrix: twentieth-century
continental philosophy, with an explicit debt to Heidegger’s critique of
metaphysics and modern technological enframing. For Davari, the problem
is not only that the West misrepresents non-Western peoples, but that the
very structure of Western thought—its Cartesian subjectivism, its
technocratic orientation, and its gradual forgetfulness of Being—has
produced a global epistemic and existential condition that renders
alternatives unintelligible (Davari Ardakani, 1357/1978; 1359/1980). In
Davari’s account, Westernization (gharb-zadgi) is not simply cultural
imitation; it is a fundamental transformation in how humans relate to truth,
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meaning, and existence. Thus, remedies that remain within the categories of
modernity, political reform, cultural decolonization, or representational
redress, cannot, in Davari’s view, overturn the deeper ontological crisis.
Placing these perspectives within social critical theory enables a productive
triangulation. Social critical theory insists that explanation and critique must
diagnose both surface mechanisms (institutions, discourse, and ideology)
and deeper structural determinants (forms of rationality, lifeworld
transformations).  Said’s  intervention  brilliantly = exposes  the
micromechanisms of epistemic domination and provides tools for civic and
cultural resistance. Davari, however, pushes the analysis further: he demands
that critique address the ontological presuppositions that make domination
reproducible even when its discursive forms are challenged. The conceptual
tension between reformist/descriptive critique and transformative/
ontological critique frames the comparative task of this study.
Methodologically, the paper proceeds in three steps. First, it reconstructs
Said’s central claims regarding Orientalism and the means by which
knowledge institutes power—paying attention to his Foucauldian and
Gramscian sources, his empirical examples, and his normative appeal to
decolonial consciousness. Second, it traces Davari’s diagnosis of Western
modernity as an epochal metaphysical shift: from a participation-based
ontology to a subject-centered instrumental rationality, and from presence-
oriented thinking to technocratic enframing.

A core finding is that Said and Davari share a common critical spirit: both
insist that modern Western thought is implicated in forms of domination and
that intellectual work must serve emancipatory ends. Yet their diagnostic
priorities differ. Said foregrounds discourse, representation, and institutional
arrangements; his corrective strategy aims at dismantling epistemic practices
that naturalize unequal power. Davari foregrounds metaphysics: he argues
that the very categories of subject, object, and teciné, constitutive of modern
Western reason, must be questioned in order to reopen the possibility of
different forms of human understanding and social life. For Davari, failing
to attend to metaphysical foundations means that even anti-colonial or anti-
hegemonic programs risk remaining internal to the problematic they oppose.
This divergence has practical consequences. A Saidian program emphasizes
historical memory, cultural critique, pedagogical interventions, and the
reconfiguration of canons, measures that can yield immediate political and
cultural gains. A Davarian program, by contrast, calls for a more arduous
reorientation: philosophical reawakening, revaluation of non-instrumental
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forms of knowledge, and cultivation of existential habits that resist
technological enframing. Such a program is less amenable to short-term
policy prescriptions but, Davari contends, promises a deeper de-
hegemonization. The comparative study also explores the paradox that
Davari identifies: critiques emerging within the Western intellectual horizon
(including much postcolonial theory) may, despite their radical rhetoric,
reproduce the categories they seek to overthrow. From this vantage, Said’s
critique is revolutionary in exposing power/knowledge formations, yet it
remains hostage—Davari argues—to Western epistemic grammar. The
paper evaluates this claim critically: it acknowledges the emancipatory
potency of Said’s interventions while probing the limits of a critique that
does not explicitly challenge metaphysical premises.

Conclusion

This comparative reading shows that Edward Said and Reza Davari
Ardakani, while allied in their diagnosis that Western modernity produces
domination, diverge in the level at which they locate the decisive rupture.
Said’s focus on discourse and institutionalized representation provides
indispensable tools for exposing and contesting epistemic domination;
Davari’s metaphysical critique warns that without addressing the ontological
and existential foundations of modern thought, discursive reforms risk being
absorbed by the very system they challenge. For scholars and practitioners
in non-Western contexts, the implication is methodological pluralism:
critical interventions should combine the tactical efficacy of Said’s cultural-
political critique with the depth of Davari’s ontological interrogation. Only
a twofold strategy, unmasking representational mechanisms while
cultivating alternative modes of thinking and being, can aspire to genuine de-
hegemonization. The paper concludes by calling for further empirical and
philosophical work to translate ontological insights into institutional and
educational practices that foster epistemic pluralism and existential
resilience.
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