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Rationality of Revealed Teachings!

Nader Shokrollahi?

Allamah Tabatabaei considers the teachings of the Prophets to be inherently
rational, deriving their credibility from arguments rather than miracles.
According to this view, reason can examine and validate all prophetic
teachings, implying that religions lack transcendental or supra-rational
teachings. However, Tabatabaei also acknowledges the limitations of reason
in certain areas, such as understanding the details of the resurrection and
addressing the need for laws to manage social life and achieve happiness.
This suggests that some religious teachings may extend beyond the capacity
of reason. How can this apparent contradiction be resolved? What are the
implications of Tabatabaei’s perspective for understanding and
implementing religion in society?

This article explores potential solutions to this issue using a reference-based
analytical approach. One possible resolution lies in interpreting Tabatabaei’s
view as follows: while the core teachings of religion are rational because they
address real phenomena, these truths may not be immediately accessible to
ordinary individuals. Prophets, through divine revelation, uncover and
articulate these truths, enabling others to comprehend them afterward.

If this interpretation is accepted, several important conclusions arise.
Chiefly, understanding religion requires attention to intellectual and rational
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evidence. Moreover, implementing religious teachings—whether in
promoting ontological principles or in jurisprudential and moral domains—
must integrate reason as a guiding criterion. However, evaluating the validity
of Tabatabaei’s maximal rationalism is beyond the scope of this article.
Keywords: Miracle, Rationality of Revelation, Necessity of Prophethood,
Reason and Revelation.
Introduction
Main Question: From Allama Tabataba'i's perspectives, one could derive a
principle of maximal rationalism, which holds that religion must be
evaluated and confirmed through reason, and that every religious teaching is
inherently rational and can be judged by rational criteria. However, in other
instances, he emphasizes the limitations of reason in understanding certain
truths and the subsequent need for divine guidance. This apparent duality
raises important questions:
1. What are the theological implications of each perspective?
2. How can these seemingly contradictory views be reconciled within
Allamah's broader framework?
This study explores possible solutions to harmonize these perspectives, using
a citation-based analytical approach.
Allama Tabataba'i's Views: A Dual Perspective
On the one hand, Allama Tabataba'i asserts that the teachings of the Prophets
are rational. He argues that the validity of the Prophets’ words rests on
reasoning and proof, not on miracles. He contends that miracles do not
demonstrate the truth of religious teachings or the validity of prophecy itself;
rather, they serve only to establish the Prophets’ unique connection with
God. According to this view, religious teachings contain no supra-rational
elements. This leads to a critical question: if reason can access all religious
teachings, what is the role of prophecy? For those who believe that some
teachings are supra-rational and require miracles to be justified, this is not an
issue. However, Tabatabaei's insistence on rational accessibility seems to
conflict with his acknowledgment of the necessity of prophecy.
On the other hand, Allamah acknowledges the limitations of reason in
specific areas, such as the details of resurrection and the necessity of divine
law for social life. He uses verses from the Qur'an to highlight the
insufficiency of human reason in resolving moral or societal conflicts (e.g.,
Surah Al-Bagarah/212; Surah An-Nisa/165). Furthermore, he argues in
Tafsir Al-Mizan that the details of resurrection lie beyond the scope of
rational evidence (e.g., Surah Al-Baqgarah/47-48).
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This tension between maximal rationalism and the limitations of reason
creates a paradox. How can both claims coexist within Tabatabaei's thought?
Possible Reconciliation

A plausible solution to this apparent contradiction lies in understanding the
nature of prophetic teachings and their relationship to reason. Three key
points can help resolve the issue:

1.

Rational Teachings beyond Initial Comprehension: While the essence of
religious teachings is rational, they may not be immediately accessible to
ordinary individuals. Prophets, through divine revelation, uncover truths
that are later understood rationally by others. This process mirrors the
development of scientific theories—initially grasped by a select few but
eventually comprehensible to many.

Emphasizing Overlooked Rational Truths: Prophets remind humanity of
rational truths that are often neglected or ignored. Their role includes
illuminating these truths and urging adherence to them.

The Role of Divine Obligation: Even when reason recognizes the validity
of certain teachings, it may not compel adherence. Divine
commandments provide the moral and existential authority necessary for
humans to act upon rational truths. In this sense, prophecy complements
reason by establishing the obligation to follow what is inherently rational.

Conclusion

1.

The Prophets did not rely on miracles to prove the truth of their teachings;
rather, they used rational arguments to validate their claims. These
arguments were either directly presented by the Prophets or can be
discerned through rational reflection.

Reason, as the primary criterion for evaluating religious teachings, must
be consistently applied. Just as it helps clarify theological concepts (e.g.,
God's incorporeality), it should also guide the interpretation of religious
texts, including jurisprudential and ethical teachings.

Prophecy serves as a bridge between divine revelation and human reason,
facilitating understanding and adherence to truths that might otherwise
remain inaccessible or neglected.
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- Swinburne, Richard (2004), The existence of God, Oxford, Clarendon
Press, Second Edition.



