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Abstract

Over the past decade, the dialogue between science and religion has evolved
significantly, particularly with the emergence of new technologies that
complicate their interactions. Traditional discussions on science and religion
have often centered on human biological and cognitive limitations, such as
perception and memory. However, the transhumanist movement seeks to
overcome these limitations, aspiring to elevate humans beyond their current
state into a post-human stage. Transhumanism is a multidisciplinary
movement that integrates scientific, technological, philosophical, and
cultural efforts to surpass biological constraints, such as disease, aging, and
mortality, while enhancing physical, emotional, and intellectual capacities.
Recent advancements in bioengineering, biotechnology, nanotechnology,
and biomedicine have improved the lives of individuals with debilitating
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conditions, but they also serve as the foundation for technologies that could
fundamentally alter human nature. This raises profound ethical questions
regarding the potential misuse of such technologies. This research explores
how Islamic doctrines address three key issues in the context of
transhumanism: the nature of creation, the existential dimensions of
humanity, and the quality of divine creation. While the Islamic concept of
continuous creation and corrective interventions aimed at improving human
conditions align with some aspects of transhumanism, fundamental
differences emerge regarding these three core issues.

Keywords: Science and Religion, Cyborg, Islamic Anthropology,
Posthuman, Methodology of Religious Studies.

Introduction

In today’s rapidly evolving world, scientific progress continues to accelerate,
while religion remains a significant cultural force. This has led to a new
phase in the dialogue between science and religion. One of the latest
discussions within this framework concerns the challenges and opportunities
presented by the transhumanist movement in relation to religious
worldviews. Transhumanism is a cultural and philosophical movement that
advocates using technology to enhance human cognitive abilities and
physical performance, pushing beyond our current biological and cognitive
limits.

The desire to enhance the human body is not new; throughout history,
societies have employed various techniques to improve physical capabilities.
The transhumanist vision, however, is more radical. It is fundamentally
Promethean, envisioning a future where humans evolve into post-humans—
a fusion of human and machine—enabling individuals to take control of their
own evolution. These post-humans would possess significantly enhanced
cognitive and physical faculties, potentially achieve immortality, and be free
from congenital and chronic illnesses.

Despite its ambitions, transhumanism has not fully addressed the ethical and
philosophical concerns raised by thinkers across disciplines. Questions arise
regarding how human enhancement technologies might reshape societies and
redefine our understanding of humanity. What implications do these
advancements have for human rights? Such concerns highlight the need for
a comprehensive ethical framework—one that world religions, including
Islam, could help develop. This ethical framework would serve as a guide
for scientists, theologians, and policymakers, especially for those
apprehensive about the societal impact of biotechnological advancements.
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While there has been extensive research on how various religious traditions
interact with transhumanist ideas, the Islamic perspective remains relatively
underexplored. This article examines how Islamic thought, as expressed in
its scriptures and teachings, aligns with or diverges from transhumanist
views on creation, human nature, and divine craftsmanship. The central
hypothesis is that transhumanist principles—rooted in notions of blind,
purposeless evolution, a purely materialistic view of human existence, and
the assumption that the human biological structure is flawed—stand in direct
contrast to the Islamic worldview.

Conclusion

This study highlights how Islamic theology offers a foundation for engaging

with the transhumanist discourse while also drawing attention to its

fundamental limitations. Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of

Islamic perspectives on transhumanism is essential for fostering meaningful

dialogue on the future of human enhancement. The key findings of this

research include:

1. The Nature of Creation: Transhumanism is deeply influenced by
evolutionary theory, viewing human development as an unguided,
biological process. In contrast, Islamic thought asserts that humans were
purposefully created by God, following a divinely ordained plan. The
Quran emphasizes that human beings are descendants of Adam, created
through a natural yet intentional process by divine will.

2. The Existential Dimensions of Humanity: Transhumanism tends to
reduce human existence to its physical and material aspects, often
denying any spiritual dimension. In this view, eternal life does not require
a soul; it is a matter of technological intervention. Islamic thought,
however, places great emphasis on the soul as the core of human identity.
Islam rejects this reductionist perspective, maintaining that the soul is
immortal and that human existence extends beyond the limitations of the
physical body. According to Islamic belief, the true essence of a person
is revealed upon departing from the body.

3. The Quality of Divine Creation: Transhumanists argue that human
biology is inherently flawed and advocate for its enhancement through
modern science and technology. Conversely, Islamic thought holds that
human beings are already a perfect creation of God, intricately designed
in both body and soul. While Islamic teachings do not oppose
technological advancements per se, such interventions must align with
ethical principles that respect divine creation and avoid harm.
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Overall, this study underscores the necessity of ethical guidelines in the
ongoing conversation between transhumanism and religious worldviews.
While transhumanist aspirations for human enhancement raise legitimate
ethical and philosophical concerns, engaging with religious perspectives—
such as Islam’s emphasis on divine purpose, the soul, and moral
responsibility—can contribute to a more holistic understanding of human
nature and its potential future transformations.
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