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Abstract

This paper investigates the theory of Reism through the perspectives of
Brentano and Kotarbinski, examining its contribution to -clarifying
philosophical concepts and resolving linguistic ambiguities. Reism, by
denying the existence of abstract entities and emphasizing concrete objects,
seeks to separate genuine philosophical issues from pseudo-problems that
arise due to imprecise language. Brentano’s approach, centered on his theory
of intentionality, asserts that every mental act is directed toward a concrete
object. He argued that dismissing abstract constructs—such as universals,
properties, and relations—can streamline language and logic, thereby
alleviating philosophical skepticism and confusion. Extending this line of
thought, Kotarbinski further developed Reism by proposing that all
philosophical concepts be reduced solely to concrete objects. He argued that
language should function as a precise instrument, stripped of abstract
elements like qualities, relations, and states of affairs, to ensure clarity in
philosophical discourse. Employing Lesniewski’s logical system, he shows
how Reism addresses significant challenges in analytic philosophy,
including issues related to non-existent proper names and difficulties
inherent in Frege’s theory of meaning. Although critics note that rejecting
abstract entities may limit its applicability in domains such as mathematics
and set theory, the theory’s emphasis on simplicity and linguistic clarity
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continues to offer valuable insights into both linguistic and metaphysical
studies.

Keywords; Reism, Brentano, Kotarbinski, language, logic.
Introduction

Reism is a philosophical doctrine originally formulated by Franz Brentano
and subsequently elaborated by Tadeusz Kotarbinski. It offers a radical re-
evaluation of metaphysics and the philosophy of language by eschewing
abstract entities and affirming the exclusive primacy of concrete objects.
Born from a desire to resolve persistent ontological and linguistic
conundrums in traditional philosophy, Reism contends that many
philosophical puzzles arise not from substantive metaphysical problems but
from mere linguistic confusions. By revising the structural foundations of
language and logic to preclude references to non-concrete abstractions,
Reism endeavors to purify philosophical discourse and dissolve pseudo-
problems.

Brentano, whose work on intentionality has left an indelible mark on modern
philosophy, originally maintained that every mental act is directed toward an
object, irrespective of the object’s ontological status. However, in a
significant departure from his earlier views, he later argued that all
intentional objects must be concrete and physical. In rejecting the existence
of abstract entities—such as universals, properties, and relations—Brentano
sought to eliminate the ontological ambiguities that had long plagued
metaphysical inquiry. His innovative approach laid the groundwork for a
comprehensive reformulation of both language and logic, a reformulation
designed to reinterpret or entirely expunge references to non-concrete
entities from philosophical discourse.

Building on Brentano’s insights, Tadeusz Kotarbinski—deeply influenced
by the logical rigor of the Warsaw School—extended Reism into a fully
developed philosophical system. Initially adopting Reism as an ontological
thesis, Kotarbinski gradually reconceived it as a semantic strategy aimed at
achieving unambiguous linguistic expression. By systematically excising
abstract terms from philosophical language and reducing all statements to
those referring solely to concrete objects, his approach—often termed
pansomatism—asserts that only material, spatially and temporally bounded
entities truly exist. Under this view, any reference to non-physical entities is
merely a linguistic convenience rather than an indication of genuine
ontological commitment.
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A notable virtue of Reism is its capacity to address foundational issues in
analytic philosophy, particularly concerning the semantics of proper names
and the problem of reference. By employing Lesniewski’s logical system,
Reism circumvents the ontological difficulties associated with non-existent
objects—a challenge that has long troubled philosophers such as Meinong
and Frege. In this way, Brentano and Kotarbinski’s approach permits a
reformulation of philosophical language that preserves analytical precision
while avoiding unnecessary metaphysical inflation.

Nonetheless, Reism has not been without its detractors. Critics contend that
the wholesale rejection of abstract entities, though it facilitates linguistic
simplification and prevents ontological proliferation, presents serious
challenges in domains like mathematics and set theory, where abstract
objects play a critical role. Moreover, the stringent nominalism that
underpins Kotarbinski’s version of Reism has been questioned on the
grounds that certain conceptual phenomena resist reduction to purely
concrete terms.

This paper critically examines the philosophical foundations of Reism as
articulated by Brentano and Kotarbinski, exploring its ramifications for
metaphysics, logic, and the philosophy of language. By engaging with the
principal critiques of the theory and comparing it with rival approaches—
most notably those advanced by Frege and modern analytic philosophers—
this study aims to illuminate both the strengths and limitations of the Reist
framework in addressing enduring philosophical and linguistic challenges.
Conclusion

Reism, as developed by Brentano and refined by Kotarbinski, has
significantly influenced both metaphysics and the philosophy of language by
rejecting abstract entities and emphasizing concrete objects. Brentano’s shift
toward Reism aimed to eliminate ontological ambiguities by reformulating
logic and language to avoid references to universals, properties, and
relations. His approach sought to resolve philosophical confusions by
demonstrating how many problems arise from misleading linguistic
structures.

Kotarbinski expanded Reism into a systematic framework, arguing that
philosophical clarity requires eliminating abstract terms and reducing
discourse to statements about concrete particulars. His version, often called
pansomatism, reinforced the idea that language should mirror ontological
commitments rather than create them. By aligning Reism with Lesniewski’s
logic, he provided a method for addressing issues such as the semantics of
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non-existent objects, a problem that had troubled philosophers like Meinong
and Frege.

One of Reism’s most notable achievements is its impact on analytic
philosophy, particularly in refining logical analysis and avoiding ontological
inflation. By insisting on a precise, concrete-based language, it has
contributed to broader discussions on reference, meaning, and metaphysical
commitment. Furthermore, Reism’s focus on linguistic reform anticipates
later developments in philosophy, such as those seen in logical positivism
and ordinary language philosophy.

Despite its strengths, Reism faces challenges, particularly in mathematics
and logic, where abstract entities seem indispensable. Critics argue that while
Reism clarifies ordinary language, it struggles to accommodate essential
theoretical constructs. However, its emphasis on linguistic precision,
simplicity, and ontological parsimony remains a valuable tool for
philosophical analysis. Though not without limitations, Reism continues to
offer insightful perspectives on the relationship between language and
reality, making it a lasting and influential framework in contemporary
philosophy.
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