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The Challenges of “Democracy” in Hegel's Enquires

4+ Javad Torkashvand Abstract:
javad.torkashvand73@gmail.com | Hegel by studied the French Revolution and its negative outcomes, and
he identified democracy as a kind of mass that is not only unable to

M.A in Philosophy, Imam Khomeini protect the basic rights of minorities, but also prevents freedom from
International University being realized. Hence, he rejects universal suffrage as democracy

undermines the role of representation in political life and even tends to
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outcome will not be extended beyond the "the tyranny of the majority".
As a result, people will vote to gain material interests and seek immediate
impulses. In this paper, Hegel critical attitude toward democracy and its
challenges, as well as their suggestions for the ideal government form,
are analyzed.
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Extended Abstract:

Hegel was one of the most important and decisive periods in Europe because unique
events, such as the American Revolution and the French Revolution, took place
there. Like Kant, Humboldt, Jacobi, Schiller and many others, Hegel feared that
radical democracy, which gives limitless power to the will of the people, does not
necessarily respect the fundamental rights of everyone. The crucial case in point was
Athens’s persecution of Socrates. Hence, Hegel's critique of democracy is influenced
by Plato and Aristotle. The subject of Hegel's relation to democracy is an old
argument, and it seems at the same time that in the philosophy of politics there is
still no clear conclusion. In some cases, he combines democracy with liberalism, and
this creates ambiguity in his critique. Thus, it can be said that, as compared with
liberal political philosophers such as James Madison, Alexis de Tocqueville and John
Stuart Mill, for Hegel, freedom can be realized not through democracy, as espoused
by liberal theorists, but through his theory of the state. Therefore, it is necessary to
study this issue through the lens of his important work in the philosophy of law and
politics. Thus, the explanation of this in Hegel's thought is so different, since he
sometimes criticizes the liberalism of liberalism and the French Revolution, and in
some way, it uses a common perspective.

In this first part of the article, we look at democracy and "tyranny of the majority" in
Hegel's thought. In the second step, he tries to analyze and criticize the" public vote"
and" the French Revolution" as the result of "direct democracy" and finally his
critique of "the concept of public will, "representative democracy," and "political
systems" in the United States and France. Finally, Hegel also discusses the forms of
government, with the three main types being tyranny, democracy, and hereditary
monarchy. Tyranny is found typically in primitive or undeveloped states;
democracy exists in states where there is the realization of individual identity but no
split between the public and private; and hereditary monarchy is the appropriate
form of political authority in the modern world in providing strong central
government along with a system of indirect representation through estates.

In fact, Hegel's defense of constitutional monarchy or complex political systems such
as Montesquieu as the best political system is based on this common understanding
of the right and the state, so that this state transition to constitutional monarchy is
the achievement of the modern world, as are democracy and aristocracy. Hegel’s
misgivings about democracy stem from his conception of the ethical life. To reiterate,
in the Hegelian conception of the state as the actuality of freedom, of the ethical
spirit, we see in it a universal interest that does not sacrifice individual rights and
liberties. We see in Hegel’s conception of the state the actualization of Plato’s notion
of the good. But Hegel's thoughts and criticism of it should be considered a reason
for its dependence on democracy. In this view, Hegel believes that democracy is a
formidable threat to these issues, along with many other people who are in the age
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of the French. Because democracy has overemphasized individual rights and
liberties at the expense of developing the notion of the public good. Hence, in this
model of government, the state is seen simply as the guarantor of life, property, and
liberty. In other words, the state in a democracy is not an “end in itself and for
itself,” but simply a means for the promotion of individual interests. For this reason,
democracy, as Hegel would have us believe, becomes a fertile ground for the
expansion and maximization not of freedom but of greed. Hence, democracy in
Hegel's thought system is "Platonic-Aristotelian," which is dominated by the views
of "rabble and commons," which are mixed with stupidity and ignorance" and
"ignorance. Therefore, in his view, democracy has only appearance and abstract
background, which in practice leads to mass elections, which is not only the result,
but by voting the mass in democracy, conditions for abuse of it will be provided that
its objectives are not different.

Conclusion: Hegel was not a democrat, and belief in the tradition of democratic
thought was not compatible with democracy, and in the eyes of such an
interpretation, he did not agree with democracy. So, Hegel takes a look at pessimism
toward direct democracy and represents this criticism in the philosophy of rights
and the philosophy of history. He also rejects universal suffrage and believes that in
the process of elections in a democracy, the character of citizens can be so passive
that they can only achieve their personal interests and their transient events.
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