[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-04-29 ]

Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.4, No. 8, Fall & Winter 2023-
2024, pp 341-344

Kharazmi University

Monism or Dualism about the Human Personal Identity
from Viewpoint of Allamah Tabatabaei'

Fatemeh Arpanahi?/ Zahra Khazaei®*/ Marzieh Sadeghi*

Abstract

Allamah Tabatabaei is one of the theorist philosophers in Transcendent
Philosophy, whose viewpoint of the soul, including the human personal
identity, has not been discussed. This article deals with Allamah
Tabatabaei’s viewpoint of monism or dualism about the human personal
identity. In this case, we should discuss on the relationship between the soul
and body, and their mutual influence on each other, and the personal identity
resulting from that. It seems that those who believe in the causal relationship
between soul and body, including Allamah Tabatabaei, should believe in
dualism about the soul and the body. But, according to the ontological
foundations of Allamah Tabatabaei and his acceptance of substantial
movement, it is concluded that the soul and the body are two levels of one
gradual and fluid reality. Allamah’s ontological view of the human personal
identity is the main characteristic of the structure of debate and differentiates
it from other views of the way of the relationship between soul and body in
the philosophy of mind. In this article, it will be clarified that Allamah’s

' Research Paper, Received: 5/9/2023; Confirmed: 4/11/2023.

2 Ph.D. Student in Comparative Philosophy, Qom University, Qom, Iran,
(fatemeharpanahe@gmail.com).

3. Professor, Department of Philosophy, Qom University, Qom, Iran,
(Z.khazaei@gmail.com).

4 . Associate Professor of Qom University, Qom, Iran, (marziyehsadeghi@yahoo.com).



mailto:marziyehsadeghi@yahoo.com
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-262-fa.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-04-29 ]

342/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations (Extended Abstracts), Vol.4, No. 8, 2023-2024, pp341-344

viewpoint, in spite of its fundamental difference from other viewpoints, is
nearer to substantial monism and quality-dualism.

Keywords: The Relationship between Soul and Body, Personal Identity,
Monism, Dualism, Allamah Tabatabaei.

Introduction

The subject of this research is monism or dualism of personal identity from
Allameh Tabatabaei's point of view. Based on this, the researcher aims to
show that according to Allameh Tabatabaei's philosophical foundations, is
the personal identity of a person one-dimensional or two-dimensional? Also,
in this article, after the review, it becomes clear that Allameh's point of view
is a single point of view and is related to the approach of a single point of
essence and a dual point of view. In this article, according to the foundations
of transcendental wisdom of Allameh Tabatabaei, entering into the
discussion is formed. Allameh Tabatabaei is one of the philosophers of
transcendental wisdom. The philosophical foundations of Allameh
Tabatabaei, including the originality of existence, gradation in the levels of
existence, and essential movement, will be the basis of the analysis of this
article.

Suppose we dissolve the personal identity of a person into the duality of soul
and body. In that case, we must clarify the role of soul and body in the
drawing of personal identity. In this way, we have to draw the role of each
soul and body and how these two relate to each other. Based on this, the soul
as the formal cause and the body as the material cause and the identity part
of human existence will be our assumption. In Islamic philosophy, the
material cause has the aspect of talent and materiality, and the formal cause
has the aspect of actuality and manifestation of perfection. What is meant by
the material cause, or the body, is the body with the soul, and what is meant
by the soul is the exalted aspect of the body. But the important thing is the
ability to add between the active and the capable. Is it possible to add
between the soul as an agent and the body as a capable one?

From Allameh's point of view, if a being can evolve from within itself, it can
be comprehensive, active, and capable. Accordingly, the duality between
soul and body can be accepted. In this drawing, the combination of the soul
and body is a combination of unity, not consolidation; but identity is a
continuous thing and this continuity evolves within itself. So personal
identity is a continuous and moving thing. Accepting the evolution within
the essence means accepting the essential movement within the essence and
accepting the essential movement in any existence means accepting the


https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-262-fa.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-04-29 ]

Monism or Dualism about the Human Personal Identity from Viewpoint.../ Arpanahi/Khazaei/Sadeghi /343

unstable person who changes and moves within himself. This means that
there are practically no two areas, but the mind has a dual understanding of
power and action, and in fact, there is a fluid thing that is evolving every
moment. So, by reviewing the unified combination of matter and form and
the inherent essential movement, the perception of personal identity can be
interpreted as a unitary one. The turning of the researcher's view in this
article, from a dualistic to a monotheistic view, is based on the acceptance of
movement from the power and talent of every being, to actuality. In this
view, entities can be divided into potential and actual or fixed and variable
and establish a parallel between these two divisions.

Another basis of transcendental wisdom is the system of existence. Based on
this basis, the unity of essence does not mean the emergence of single
existential characteristics, rather, one essence within its essence can have
different levels in different dimensions and degrees. Based on this, the soul
and the body are two orders of the same plane due to the acceptance of the
two levels of existence, and the different effects and characteristics of the
soul and the body also come back to this point. In the unificationist view, the
biggest challenge is the way of communication between the soul and the
body, because the soul and the body have a difference in existential rank;
however, according to a skeptical view of the existence of cause and effect,
this challenge is well answered. According to the gradual interpretation of
the levels of existence, the soul is the same as body that is in a higher level
of existence, and the body is the lower level of the self, which is a tool and
its existence is in a lower level.

The soul and the body are not two special and separate spheres, but they are
two levels of a single questionable truth, which play a role according to the
level, and the personal identity of each person is also his existence at that
moment, which has different affairs.

In this article, by criticizing Allameh's point of view, it becomes clear that
Allameh's approach is an approach that is related to the monistic approach of
essence and the dualistic approach of characteristics. In this
approach, human personal identity is a one-dimensional reality that has
dualistic features within itself. In this approach, a person's identity is a
material thing that also has non-material characteristics. However, unlike
Allameh's approach, this approach does not have complete ontological
support due to the lack of ontological foundations.
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Conclusion

By following the principle of causation and how to bring together the subject
and capable in the personal identity of the man and the entry of multiple
forms on a single substance, we reached the continuous movement in the
essence principle. We made it clear that movement, in itself, is the essence
of each person, which causes the forms to come one after the other, and that
is why different forms are the basis for the entry of subsequent forms, and
that is why the individual talents of each person Personal, different from
other talents become reality. So, we were able to get from the drawing of
essential dualism to the drawing of essential monotheism.
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