Biannual Journal of Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.5, No. 9, Spring & Summer 2024, pp 25-39

Critical inquiry into Marxist's point of view about the priority of
professions over thoughts

#+ Abdoallah Niksirat

a.niksirat@scu.ac.ir

Assistant Professor of Philosophy,
Faculty of Theology, Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, Iran.

0 Received: 15/2/2023
0 Confirmed: 28/5/2023

Abstract:

This article has attempted descriptively to analyze, explain, and criticize
the Marxist’s point of view about the priority of professions over
thoughts, which results from the priority of the institution and the
material and economic interests of the society over other social
institutions. The major question is whether, as so-called scientific
Marxism claims, the social class in general and the economy and living
conditions, in particular, are the only or at least the most fundamental
factors in individual and social changes. Or, as Max Weber sets forth,
thought and faith are fundamental, and ideal and spiritual thoughts give
meaning to real and practical interests and justify them. However, the
victory of thoughts is possible if they have a relationship with real and
practical interests. Interests and professions have a reciprocal relationship
with thoughts, and none of them can survive without the other. Professor
Motahari also proposes the integrated theory of Islam, according to which
Karl Marx's opinion is naive and immature, but Max Weber's opinion is
rational and mature.
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Extended Abstract:

It is noteworthy that this article does not seek to deny the effects of various
dimensions and aspects of social, economic, livelihood, and political life in
human life, but rather it defends the priority of thought compared to other
human characteristics and attributes. In other words, it points out that what
distinguishes man from other beings is, first of all, his thinking, and nothing else,
because his other attributes and characteristics are among his accidents, and only
thinking is his differentia specifica, as philosophers say.

Of course, this claim does not mean that the individuals’ livelihood does not
affect their thoughts. Rather, we say that the thought precedes action, although
the thought itself is not without being influenced by life and action. For example,
an architect who wants to build a building, first draws its plan and outline in his
mind, then implements his plans. However, human conscience is also subject to
practical necessities in many cases (Motahari, 1990, p. 86). Another thing is that,
if an individual’s thoughts and thinking precede his livelihood, then we have
deprived him of his free will, and if we deny an individual’s free will, we have to
give up all education systems. Encouragement and punishment become also
meaningful when we consider man as free, while according to Marxism, the
whole character of man and his thinking is formed in society and history.

Philosophically speaking, the ultimate cause is supposed to precede other
causes. Because, for example, first the maker of a chair or anything else draws
the desired object, i.e. a chair, in his mind for a certain motivation and purpose,
then he actualizes that mental potential idea. The stage requires the effective,
material, and formal causes. Therefore, thought metaphysically precedes action.
It means that first, a person thinks, then he enters the stage of action. First, the
man thinks, then he actualizes his thoughts. Therefore, thinking has priority over
living, that is, economic actions, etc. are preceded by thinking. In other words, if
we consider a human being in the actions that are issued by him voluntarily, we
see that until a human being imagines an end or a mental existence of an end is
not achieved for him, the will to do something will not be found for him
(Motahari, 1986, vol. 2 p. 42). Therefore, the human being lives as he thinks and
not vice versal
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