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Abstract
"The Theology of Event" is a new approach to theology that is rooted in
postmodern philosophies. The concept that John D. Caputo, the American
philosopher of religion, based on the ideas of her teacher Jacques Derrida,
has established to negate the theological systems based on traditional western
philosophy and seeks religion minus metaphysics. Event Theology tells
about a kind of instability in meaning, and depicts a threshold and
indeterminate situation in theological concepts. This attitude denies the
permission of any absolutism and systematization, and in a word,
metaphysics-centeredness in theological concepts from human thought. The
Theology of Event talks about concepts that are continuously being realized,
an open, unpredictable, and uncontrollable future, and instead of
epistemological strains, it emphasizes the pragmatic and existential features
of religion. In the Theology of Events, instead of dealing with religious
knowledge, which is necessarily a metaphysical matter, serious attention is
paid to religious rituals such as altruism, good deeds, seeking justice, and
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ethics. But from a critical point of view, one should ask whether theology
minus metaphysics is conceivable in principle? In other words, is it possible
to enter the field of theology without philosophical interpretation and
formulation? This article is an answer to this basic question against the
concept of the Theology of Events.

Keywords: Deconstruction, Theology of Event, John D. Caputo, Derrida
Postmodernism.

Introduction

"The Theology of the Event" is a new approach to theology that is rooted in
postmodern philosophies.The concept that John D Caputo, the American
philosopher of religion, based on the thoughts of her teacher Jacques Derrida,
has established to negate the theological systems based on the traditional
western philosophy and seeks religion minus metaphysics. Caputo was also
influenced by Barthes's ideas in the idea of the theology of occurrence.
Although the term "Event theology" is one of Caputo's own inventions. A
theology in which, like Barthes's view, God is seen as an event, an attitude
that, according to Caputo, is considered a theological turn in the postmodern
era. In postmodern deconstructive theology, which Caputo calls the theology
of the event, the event lends a kind of divine shine to things; What Deleuze
calls "the brilliance and glory of being". According to her interpretation,
theology keeps its ear close to the heartbeat or vibrations of divinity in things.
In fact, in postmodern theology, what actually happens to us is God, what
happens to us is an event that is hidden in the heart of God's name. That's
why we like to nurture this name, support it, get warmed by its shine and be
filled with its enthusiasm. Caputo states that my interest in theology is a
function of my interest in the name of God, and my interest in the name of
God is a function of my interest in the event, and my interest in the event is
also a function of my interest in prayer. As | always pray for an event. What
he prays for is a "theological event” and with this account the theological
event can also be called deconstruction. The theology of the event tells about
a kind of instability in the meaning and depicts a threshold and indeterminate
situation in theological concepts. This attitude denies the permission of any
absolutism and systematization, and in a word, metaphysics-centeredness in
theological concepts from human thought. The theology of the event talks
about concepts that are continuously being realized, an open future,
unpredictable and uncontrollable, and instead of epistemological strains, it
emphasizes on the pragmatic and existential features of religion. In other
words, according to Caputo's belief, religion in its most radical sense is like
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a covenant between the event and the people, and in this way, the
irreducibility of the event is protected. The meaning of the fact that the event
has a religious meaning is to emphasize the unconditional desire or the desire
for unconditionality that the event creates and in the holy books it is a
covenant made by God. The name of God is the name of an event, the name
of something that is hidden in the heart of that name, something that | do not
know what it is; a spark or holy fire. With these words, he somehow
summarizes a religious experience in an event, an experience that is always
being realized and we should welcome it with open arms, acceptable in the
sense of saying yes and amen. As a result, more than anything, the events
take on a religious color and a spiritual image, an image that Caputo sees as
messianic according to his religion, and of course others from other religions
can call it Mohammedan and Musavian and ... to see Theology is the main
source of events. Theology is a place where event energies can be cultivated
and displayed. Let its passion grow and be approved. The event penetrates
wherever it can, but its main origin is theology, and this is the reason why
the other concepts mentioned in the discussion of the event take on
theological color.

According to Caputo, deconstruction is nothing but the revival of modernity
in its true sense. He believes that modernity was supposed to give man
freedom of thought and rationality in its absolute sense, but he himself fell
into fences and was caught in systems that practically questioned the ideal of
modernity. Based on this, Soghtoshai claims that he seeks to revive the
slogans of modernity in its true sense in the face of all matters including the
matter of religion. Of course, deconstruction requires that he doesn't even
accept the duality of modernism-postmodernism, in fact, Caputo tries to free
the Enlightenment from all constraints, and one of these constraints is the
constraint of freedom that the Enlightenment emphasizes. It is on this basis
that the deconstruction of the theological systems rejects modernity; because
these systems, although they were created under the shadow of modernity,
did not allow real enlightenment and real questioning about religion to
happen. This view seems to be true to a large extent and its sign is the
consequences that modernity has had for religion. Religion in the
Enlightenment era and in the modern world was not an issue for research,
rather, the approach of modernity to religion was more than anything to
destroy religion.

In the theology of events, instead of dealing with religious knowledge, which
is necessarily a metaphysical matter, serious attention is paid to religious
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rituals such as altruism, good deeds, seeking justice and ethics. But from a
critical point of view, one should ask whether theology minus metaphysics
is conceivable in principle? In other words, is it possible to enter the field of
theology without philosophical interpretation and formulation? This article
IS an answer to this basic question against the concept of the theology of
occurrence.

Regardless of these debates, has postmodern religion and theology been able
to bring spirituality, commitment and other functions and benefits and fruits
of religion with it in the field of reality and social spheres? Does postmodern
theology reduce human wonder or expand it? It seems that this return to
religion, which is desired by Caputo and his like-minded people, has not
happened in practice, and if it has happened, no index has been provided to
evaluate it, and there is no clear and clear documentation in this field.
Anyway, Caputo presents a very vague concept of the theology of the event;
something that exists but it is not clear what it is and it is not clear what the
purpose of its existence is.
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