[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2025-12-05 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.8.9.8 ]

[ DOI: 10.61186/mi.4.2.253 ]

Biannual Journal of
Metaphysical Investigations,
Vol.4, No. 8, Fall & Winter 2023-
Kharazmi University 2024, pp 253-256

The Role of the Bible in Strengthening the Apparent
Understanding of God in the Qur’an’

Rouhollah Najafi?
Abstract
In their understanding of the God of the Qur'an, Those who agree with the
appearance of the text, consider Him to be a superman who resides in the sky
and sits on the throne. He breathed his soul into the body of Adam, and He
appeared to Moses in the middle of the fire, He will come on the cloud with
the angels on the Day of Judgment, and for the people of faith, it will be
possible to see him on that day.
However, the opponents of appearanceism do not believe these types of
propositions and suggest more distant meanings for the verses expressing
them. In this situation, the present research aims to use the image of God in
the Bible to understand the God of the Qur’an and seek help from that
historical background in the judgment between the apparentists and the
interpretationists. The hypothesis is that the Holy Bible supports the
humanistic conceptions of God in the Qur'an and weakens the approach of
opponents of the appearance of the text. Based on this, the human-like
understanding of God in the Qur’an is the only correct understanding. Of
course, in the end, it can be concluded that what the Qur’an says about God
is a picture of Him for humans and is in accordance with their human
understanding of God.
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Introduction

Regarding the understanding of the verses that describe God in the Qur'an,
from long ago until today, two approaches are in conflict with each other,
one is the appearanceist and the other is the interpretationist.

Being in favor of appearance in understanding the Qur'an means choosing
the most obvious and widely used meanings that can be understood from the
words and sentences.

On the other hand, opposing the appearance of the Qur'an means choosing
more distant, obscure, and less-used meanings.

In their understanding of the God of the Qur'an, Those who agree with the
appearance of the text, consider him to be a superman who resides in the sky
and sits on the throne. He breathed his soul into the body of Adam, and he
appeared to Moses in the middle of the fire, he will come on the cloud with
the angels on the Day of Judgment, and for the people of faith, it will be
possible to see him on that day. However, the opponents of appearanceism
do not believe these types of propositions and suggest more distant meanings
for the verses expressing them. Opponents of appearanceism believe that
relying on the appearances of the Qur'an leads to the acceptance of a human-
like and imperfect God, while the Creator must be free from all
defects. Therefore, they have tried to beautify the face of the God of the
Qur'an by avoiding the Qur'anic appearances and suggesting more distant
meanings.

In this situation, the present research aims to use the image of God in the
Bible to understand the God of the Qur'an and seek help from that historical
background in the judgment between the apparentists and the
interpretationists. The hypothesis is that the Holy Bible supports the
humanistic conceptions of God in the Qur'an and weakens the approach of
opponents of the appearance of the text. Based on this, the human-like
understanding of God in the Qur'an is the only correct understanding. Of
course, in the end, it can be concluded that what the Qur'an says about God
is a picture of Him for humans and is under their human understanding of
God.

The human-like nature of the God of the Qur'an shows that the culture of the
audience and their mental conventions affected the way the Qur'an portrays
God. The Qur'an's descriptions of God are not news of his essence, but rather
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a display of his image, and the audience of the Qur'an is faced with an
extremely artistic and human-like image. God's essence is free from all
images, but images cannot be put aside, because they are needed to arouse
religious feelings. If these images did not exist, the minds of believers would
not understand the power and awesomeness of God. Regarding the
effectiveness of the Bible in strengthening the humanistic Understanding of
God in the Qur'an, the following six examples are worth mentioning:

1-The Qur'an says: Are you safe from the one who is in the sky, that he does
not sink you into the earth? Or are you safe from the one who is in the sky,
who does not send a storm of stones on you?

So the God of the Qur'an resides in the sky. In the same way, the Bible has
introduced the sky as God's abode. It is said in the Bible "...O Jehovah, God
of our fathers, are you not God in heaven?" The Bible says: "Hear from your
abode, heaven, and when you hear, forgive"

2- Itis stated in the Qur’an that God sat on the throne after creating the world
in six days. The God of the Bible is also sitting on the throne. It is said in the
Bible that "Whoever swears by heaven has sworn by the throne of God and
by him who sits on it." And the Bible says: ... | saw God sitting on his throne
and all the armies of heaven were standing by him on his left and right."

3- It is stated in the Qur'an that God and angels will come in a canopy of
clouds to judge the disbelievers. The idea of God's descent from the sky is
also reflected in the Bible. It is said in the Bible that "he bent the sky and
came down." The Bible not only talks about the coming of God, but God in
the Bible comes in a cloud-like the God of the Qur'an: "Then God came down
in the cloud and stood there with Moses...", "God moved in front of them
during the day in a pillar of cloud to show them the way and at night in a
pillar of fire to give them light..."

4- According to the story of the Qur'an, Moses saw a fire while returning
from Medina to Egypt, and when he went towards it, he encountered God's
call. The Qur'an says: When Moses came to the fire, a call was made that
blessed is he who is in the fire and he who is around it. Glory be to God, Lord
of the worlds. O Musa! This is me; Dear and wise God.

In the report of this incident, the Torah spoke about God's descent and
reflected Moses' fear of looking at God.

5- It is stated in the Qur'an that on the Day of Judgment, faces will be cheerful
and happy and they will look at their Lord. The Bible also reflects the idea
of seeing God in many places, For example, "Jacob
called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because | saw God face to face, and
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yetmy life was spared”, "Then Moses, Aaron, Nadab, Abihu, and

the 70 elders of Israel went up the mountain. On the mountain, these

men saw the God of Israel.”

6- According to the Qur'an, in the story of the creation of Adam, God

announced to the angels that when | shaped Adam'’s body and breathed my

spirit into it, you prostrated to him. The Torah also states that "Jehovah God
formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became a living soul."
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