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Abstract:

Avicenna, with the theory of the spiritual origination of the soul along
with the body, was able to overcome some of the problems of the
Avristotelian method in a step forward. But the question is, how did this
famous philosopher and medical doctor express this matter in his
philosophical natural sciences and what natural basis did he use? Another
question is, if Avicenna’s explanation of soul origination in the nature of
the body is consistence with his explanation of the soul origination in the
body in his mind philosophy? In order to answer this question, the quality
of life, nutrition and growth from the beginning of the formation of the
sperm in the embryo is investigated in the Avicenna’s philosophical
natural sciences. He said that the sperm becomes ready to receive the life-
giving heavenly potency by using heavenly heat, and the soul potencies
take responsible of planning, maintaining and growing the embryo's body
through the vapor spirit. Then, after the formation of the heart in the
embryo, the soul belongs to the heart and will take over the leadership of
the whole body. In the second step, this article presents a solution to
compatible these two explanations by using a different interpretation of
Avicenna's expressions.

Keywords: Soul, Body, embryo, Sperm, Heart




8 /Biannual Journal of Metaphysical Investigations, Vol.5, No. 9, Spring & Summer 2024, pp 7-24

EXTENDED ABSTRACT:

The theory of the spiritual origination of the soul along with the body is belong
to Avicenna in his mind philosophy. In fact, what has been famously stated in
his mind philosophy by the commentators of his works is that the immaterial
spiritual soul belongs to the body after the body is complete, i.e. in the four
months of embryo’s age, and before that, the embryo’s body is being led by the
father's soul from the formation of the sperm until four months old. But the
question is, how did this famous philosopher and physician explain this topic in
his philosophical natural science and what metaphysical foundations did he use
in his body nature? Also, when Avicenna describes the quality of soul
origination in his bodily natural science, is it compatible with soul’s origination
view in his mind philosophy? In order to answer this question, the philosophical
terms like life, nutrition and growth from the beginning of the formation of the
sperm in the embryo is reviewed in Avicenna’s philosophical natural science.

He believes in natural sciences that in the process of embryo’s formation, the
origin of the actions in parent’s sperm is nature’s potency, which is done without
free will and is issued in a routine way. Therefore, sperm’s leadership before
child’s soul origination is attributed to nature instead of being attributed to the
father's soul and causing problems. But after the formation of the zygote, the
father's sperm penetrates in it to have an effect on the production of the vapor
spirit in fetus body. Therefore, at the same time as the embryo is formed, vapor
spirit is created in it. On the other hand, heavenly heat and it’s resulting potency
are two metaphysical concepts that are caused by animated spheres and make
the embryo ready to receive the soul’s potencies.

Such that, in the beginning, the zygote by using the heavenly heat becomes
ready to receive the life-giving heavenly potency. Because after the formation of
vapor spirit, a single temperamental form is created in the embryo, and because
of this form, vapor spirit acquires the ability to accept soul potencies from the
origin of divine grace. Therefore, after the formation of the fetus's zygote and the
growth and development of the fetus's body, the vapor spirit is the first home of
the soul and its potencies due to its delicate and lightness in its physical
properties.

Then these soul's potencies lead, maintain and grow the fetus's body by the
vapor spirit and after the formation of the heart in the fetus, the soul belongs to
the heart and will lead the whole body.

Therefore, origination of the soul in the Avicenna’s body knowledge happens
from the very beginning of the formation of the zygote and the soul acts in the
body with the nourishment and growth potencies.
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In fact, father’s sperm first stimulates the mother’s egg to create the origin. The
meaning of "origin" in Avicenna’s idiomatic literature is the same as the cause.
Then, from that origin, it raises a potency to create body parts. Avicenna
considers this stage as the stage of creation of soul in the embryo’s cell.

Therefore, contrary to the theory of soul’s spiritual origination, Avicenna
attributes soul’s origination to the stage of zygote in natural sciences. In
conclusion, what can be seen in his natural science and body states in the stage of
zygote formation and transfer of potencies to create other body parts is different
from what can be seen in his mind philosophy. In this case, there is difference
between these two understandings of soul origination in Avicenna’s mind
philosophy and his natural sciences.

But this article tries to make these two understandings compatible with each
other with a new interpretation of soul’s origination. Among the levels of the
soul potencies, the only one is the intellectual potency that does not need a
physical organ, but the other soul’s potencies need the body tools and must be
embodied in the body. Therefore, if it is assumed that when Avicenna talks
about the origination of spiritual and immaterial soul in a state that is unattached
and is not in the body, he means the level of the soul with human potencies,
which is called the human soul or the intellectual soul, In this case, it is possible
to make compatibility between soul origination in Avicenna’s natural sciences
and mind philosophy. Because in this new interpretation, the soul originates in
embryo in the level of vegetative potencies, and by the formation of new body
parts, its various potencies become actualized. But after the body parts is
completed and ready to receive the intellect potency, that potency is graced from
the active wisdom without being instilled in the body, and this grace is the
Avicennian spiritual soul’s origination along with the body.

With this compatible statement, the problems of the famous interpretation of
Avicennian soul origination are also solved. Because the body during the
embryonic period was not under the control of another soul like the father's soul,
and the Avicenna’s basis of the unity of soul will not be harmed. Because
Avicenna also believes that only one soul can belong to one body, and
multiplicity of souls or revolution of souls is impossible. As a result, if the soul
comes into being with the formation of the zygote, and its corresponding
potencies are actualized with the formation of body parts, at the time of the
creation of the intellect potency, or the so-called human soul, there will be no
deviation in the unity of the soul.
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