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Abstract
The epistemological problem of Kant and Dilthey is the objectivity and validity
of knowledge in the natural and human sciences respectively. In this context,
they undertake a critique of reason and determine the scope of the theoretical
reason’s concepts applied in acquiring knowledge. However, the two
philosophers disagree in different respects: Kant deals with the critique of
theoretical reason and delineation of the faculty of judgment, whereas Dilthey
introduces the idea of the critique of historical reason characteristic of human
sciences and seeks to establish the criterion by which human sciences could be
distinguished from natural sciences. To this end, both introduce the categories
involved in acquiring knowledge and justify their application. In this paper, after
comparing the views of the two philosophers, we have concluded that given the
comprehensive nature of categories of life compared to categories of
understanding, and the hermeneutical relationship between them, neither Kant's
categories of understanding are equivalent, counterparts to Dilthey's categories
of life, nor natural and human sciences are at one level. Rather, the relation
between them is derivational; Dilthey attempts to discover and provide a
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foundation of categories of understanding and natural sciences, which are,
respectively, the categories of life and human sciences.

Keywords: Categories of Understanding, Kant, Categories of Life, Dilthey,
Human Sciences, Phenomenological Approach.

Introduction

The history of categories can be traced back to Aristotle, who treated categories
as a classification of predicates, that is, they are not only mental forms, but also
show the ways we think about reality. Aristotle's understanding of categories
was more or less prevalent in the history of philosophy until the time of Kant.
The result of Kant's reflections on categories was that they were transferred from
ontology to epistemology. For him, the important questions were how, and to
what extent, the human mind can know reality objectively. In the Critique of
Pure Reason, Kant provided his own answer for the purpose of denying the
dogmatic metaphysics and establishing the foundations of modern science.
According to Kant, scientific, objective knowledge would be the result of
applying the categories of the understanding to sense data, and in this respect,
there is no difference between sciences. However in the 19th century, following
various achievements in human studies, some thinkers came to the conclusion
that the methods of natural sciences and Kant's categories, which are specific to
these sciences, are not suitable to all aspects of reality, including human life, and
consequently emphasizing the separation of these two realms and trying to
determine their boundaries received increasing importance. Dilthey played a
significant role in this regard and tried to show the inefficiency of Kant's
categories of understanding in the human sciences and present the counterpart
of Kant's categories, the categories of life. Then, what concerns Dilthey is to find
a foundation and establish a method for human sciences characteristic to these
sciences. Hence, he should first determine what kind of knowledge is suitable
for the interpretation of human phenomena. Therefore, he replaces the theory of
knowledge in Kant's philosophy with the theory of interpretation or
hermeneutics, which is the methodology of human sciences and puts the critique
of historical reason as a counterpart of the critique of pure reason. And he should
discover and provide the categories that historical reason uses in interpreting the
expressions of human life. Dilthey explains the distinction between natural and
human sciences on the basis of the distinction he draws between external
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experience and lived experience (Erlebnis). In the external experience, we find
nature as something subject to causal relations, but in the lived experience, we
become aware of ourselves as living, free and responsible agents. The
characteristics of the objects of external experience, i.e., spatial extension and
mechanical possibility, are in conflict with the unity of consciousness, moral
responsibility, and agency that we find in lived experience, and accordingly, we
can distinguish the method of natural sciences from that of the human sciences.
The system of human sciences is based on the relationship between lived
experience and understanding. The content of the lived experience is known
through the interpretation of the manifestations or objectifications of life.
According to Dilthey, action and reaction in the human historical world are
subject to human will, feeling and knowledge and free from any mechanical
necessity. Or, for example, time in the natural sciences is an infinite form that
unfolds uniformly, while in the human sciences, time is a future-oriented finite
structure based on what is remembered from the past.
Conclusion
In this paper we have concluded that according to the phenomenological-
hermeneutic relationship between the categories of life and the categories of
understanding and the comprehensiveness of the categories of life compared to
the categories of understanding, it can be said that neither Kant's categories of
understanding are equal and equivalent to Dilthey's categories of life nor natural
sciences are at the same level as human sciences; Rather, natural sciences and
their categories are grounded in the human sciences in the sense that they are a
human achievement and the expressions of the human spirit in different ways.
In fact, the categories of understanding are derivations from the categories of
life phenomenologically and hermeneutically, and Dilthey has tried to discover
and provide the foundations of the categories of understanding and natural
sciences, which are the categories of life and human sciences.
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