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Abstract
Today, equating the mind in Western philosophy with the soul in Islamic
philosophy has become common but debatable. Presenting the theory of
Islamic philosophy on anthropological issues requires a common concept
that is approved by all perspectives. This highlights the need to suggest
replacing the mind with the soul in Islamic philosophy. We should first
clarify the position of mind in the two perspectives of Ibn Sina and Sadra,
and determine which of the two perspectives considers the mind to be exactly
what is known in the philosophy of mind. Then it must be inferred that, based
on the view of which of them, it is possible to replace the mind with the soul.
In Ibn Sina, the Nafs Natique is the human soul which is immaterial and
rational. In Sadrian philosophy, the Nafs Natigah is called the imaginary
(Misali) level of the absolute human soul and with the faculties of the soul,
which are imaginary (Misali), it has objectivity in their level. In Ibn Sina's
view, the mind is either the epistemological status derived from the Nafs
Natigah or it shows the set of epistemic faculties of the rational soul. But in
Sadrian philosophy, the mind is the human Natigah level of the soul.
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According to Sadrian philosophy, it is possible to replace the mind with the
soul at its imaginary level; but in lbn Sina it is impossible.
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Introduction

Replacing the mind with the soul seems natural due to the non-physical
meaning of the soul and due to the atmosphere of Western philosophers and
the various interpretations that have been made about the mind, especially in
the approaches of physicalism that totally deny the existence of the non-
physical soul. But the problem that we are facing now is the use of the mind
instead of the soul in Islamic philosophical research, in a way that easily
attributes everything that the soul has to mind and pretends that the soul is
equivalent to the mind. It seems that this procedure has a problem and in this
research, it is essential to study the concept of mind in Islamic philosophy to
finally find out if there is only a verbal commonality between mind in
Western philosophy and Islamic philosophy, or both speak of the same thing.
This result be an introduction so that we can answer the question of this
research. This article seeks to follow up on “whether we might use the mind
in Islamic philosophy instead of the soul?”

The purpose of this research is not to passively replace the mind instead of
the soul in the philosophy of Islamic world to imitate Western philosophy.
The intention is to make it possible for our indigenous mind theory to be
accepted by all perspectives for the sake of conceptual commonalities.
Partial and general perceptions, thinking, reasoning, and functions of this
kind are the epistemological aspects of the Nafs Natigah, some of which are
performed by the soul faculties and some by the non-physical (immaterial)
rational nature. All of these things can be explained in Avicenna's philosophy
as mind. Therefore, in Ibn Sina's view, we should not consider the mind as
the same as the soul-even cognitively, because firstly it is considered as the
soul faculties, and the soul faculties in his opinion is something other than
the soul. Secondly, in his viewpoint, the mind also covers the partial
perceptions of the faculties that these faculties are not same as the soul in his
view, because, in his opinion, the soul has rational immaterial, and as a result,
only the human soul is rational immaterial. So the mind in the comparison
between Western philosophy and Avicenna's philosophy is merely a verbal
commonality.

According to Sadrian philosophy, two claims can be expressed: first, in
Sadrian philosophy, the mind is the same as the soul. Of course, it should be
more precisely explained in which sphere of the soul the mind is the same as


https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.1.9.4
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-185-en.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2024-04-30 ]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.1.9.4 ]

Investigating the Possibility of Substituting the Concept of Mind Instead of .../ Mansouri/Daneshshahraki /251

the soul. According to the three viewpoints of the imaginary (Misali)
immaterial of the Nafs Nategah, the imaginary immaterial of partial
perceptions and general conceptual perceptions, and the fact that the levels
of the soul are the same as the soul at this levels, it is completely inferred
that the mind which, from Mulla Sadra's point of view, has imaginary
immaterial, be the same as the Nafs Nategeh. In other words, we can call the
mind the level of the human soul that has not yet reached the rational level
and is called “Nafs Nateqah”. Secondly, the functions attributed to the mind
by Mulla Sadra covers all kinds of internal functions attributed to the mind
in the Western philosophy of mind. As a result, the mind in Sadrian
philosophy is the same in Western philosophy, and there is no verbal
similarity between them.

Conclusion

If we consider the concept of mind by Avicenna's interpretation, we can only
reach a verbal commonality with what is discussed in the philosophy of the
Western mind. But with the view of Sadrian philosophy, we will see the
conformity of the concept of mind in the philosophy of mind and Sadrian
philosophy. Therefore, based on Sadrian philosophy, replacing the mind
instead of the Nafs Nateqeh and assigning all its attributes to the mind is
permissible and it is easy to explain a concept called mind based on Sadrian
philosophy and study its issues. While Avicenna's philosophy does not make
it possible for us.
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